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The Offender-Based Transaction

Statistics (OBTS) system in California
describes the processing of adults arrested
forfelony offenses from arrest through final
disposition. Data on the adjacent flow chart ADULT FELONY ARREST DISPOSITIONS, 20022
pertain specifically to adult felony arrests
that received final dispositions in 2002 and ;
were added to the Automated Criminal '
History System (ACHS) by the Department
of Justice by May 2003.
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RELEASES
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DISPOSITIONS

In the OBTS system, the term "final
y 100.0%

disposition" refers to a specific legal action
that takes place following an adult felony
arrest. Final dispositions shown occur at
the law enforcement, prosecutor, or court
level. For example, if an arrestee is
released by a law enforcement agency or
the complaint is denied by a prosecutor
who has determined that there is not
enough evidence to justify the filing of a
complaint, the release is recorded as a final
disposition. If an arrestee is referred to Source: Table 38.

e @Preliminary data.
court for adJUdlcatlon’ the outcome (e'g" "The complaints denied category includes single complaints denied,
dismissal, diversion dismissal, acquittal, or combined cases, and petitions to revoke probation.

conviction) is also recorded as a final 2The sta.te in'stitutions' (':at.egory includes sentenges tc? death, prison,.
disposition. "Intermediate” dispositions the California Rehabilitation Center, and the California Youth Authonty.
( | tsinto di . Note: Percentages may not add to subtotals because of rounding.
e.g., placements into diversionary

programs) are not included in the OBTS
file.
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HOW ARE OBTS DATA REPORTED?

Dispositions of adult felony arrests

were reported by approximately 1,200
agencies in 2002. These agencies include
law enforcement, prosecutors, and courts
of the California criminal justice system.

OBTS data are taken directly from the
Department of Justice's Automated
|STATE|NST|TUT|0NSZ 11.7% | Criminal HIStOfy System (ACHS) The
arrestdispositions received generally

[PROBATION WITH JAIL 41.5% |
[JALL 2.3% | describe statewide processing of adult
- 0 . .
= felony arrestees through California's
EEEEE 10.7%| criminal justice system. (See Appendix for
[FINEAND OTHER 11% | data characteristics and known
| [COURT DISMISSALS 14.0% | limitations.)
[AcauiTTALS 0.3%|

OBTS data file for 2002 was closed in May 2003
and is considered preliminary. The "final" file will
be closed in Fall 2003. Fluctuations from year to
year in counts may not necessarily be due to
actual occurrences in the criminal justice system
but only reflect the degree to which dispositions
are reported and processed. Due to processing
changes, 2002 OBTS convictions by offense
data are not available. See additional Data
Characteristics and Known Limitations on page
162.
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Adult Felony Arrest
Dispositions

During the 1997-2002 time period, as a
percentage of recorded adult felony arrest
dispositions:

m Lawenforcementreleasesrangedfrom
2.910 4.4 percent.

m  Prosecutorcomplaints denied ranged
from 13.6 to 14.6 percent.

m  Dismissals and acquittals ranged from
12.7 to 14.2 percent.

s Convictions ranged from 67.4t069.6
percent.

In 2002, as a percentage of recorded adult felony
arrest dispositions:

= Lawenforcementreleases accounted for
4.4 percent(11,291).

m  Prosecutor complaints denied accounted
for 13.9 percent(35,451).

m Dismissals or acquittals accounted for
14.2 percent(36,247).

m  Convictions accountedfor67.4 percent
(171,540).

In 2002, more than two-thirds of
adult felony arrest dispositions

resulted in a conviction.
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ADULT FELONY ARREST DISPOSITIONS, 1997-2002

Type of Disposition by Year
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Source: Table 39.
@Preliminary data.

ADULT FELONY ARREST DISPOSITIONS, 20022
By Type of Disposition
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Source: Table 39.
Note: Percentages do not add to 100.0 because of rounding.
@Preliminary data.
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Adult Felony Arrestees

Convicted
ADULT FELONY ARRESTEES CONVICTED, 1997-2002 During the 1997-2002 time period, the
Type of Sentence by Year percentage of adult felony arrestees convicted and
100 sentenced to:

m  State institutions ranged from 17.4 to

PROBATION WITH JAIL 22.4 percent.
lI-l-------I-IIII'--lIlIIl.-..-

&0

E LY m  Probationranged from9.5t0 17.6
F percent.
Lo i
|r~.|31'?'-rlmllzlams = Probation with jail ranged from 61.6 to
20 66.3 percent.

PROBATION

) Ll a it L Rill iimiiia . nRiisiii o miiraill = Jailranged from 3.4 to 3.8 percent.
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In 2002, the percentage of adult felony arrestees

. Table 40. :
Source: Table convicted and sentenced to:

@Preliminary data.
m  State institutions accounted for 17.4

percent(29,776).
m  Probationaccounted for 17.6 percent
ADULT FELONY ARRESTEES CONVICTED, 20022 (30,169).
By Type of Sentence
= Probation with jail accounted for 61.6
JEIL percent(105,740).
3.4%

ETHTE
INSTITUTICNS
17.4%

m Jailaccounted for 3.4 percent (5,855).

PROBATION
L

61.6%

Source: Table 40. In 2002, 82.6 percent of convicted
@Preliminary data.
adult felony arrestees were sentenced

to local supervision.
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Conviction Rates

The conviction rates shown are calculated using
two different bases. The first is based on total
adult felony arrest dispositions and the second is
based on total complaints filed. Each is valid and
by presenting both, the reader is provided two
perspectives from which to evaluate the
effectiveness of the criminal justice system.

Conviction rates based on total adult felony arrest
dispositions describe the overall processing of
offenders by the criminal justice system. This
method of calculation focuses on the proportion of
convictions out of the total number of arrests.
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DISPOSITIONS OF ADULT FELONY ARRESTS, 20022

By Type of Disposition
Law
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RELEASES
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Source: Table 38.
@Preliminary data.
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Conviction Rates (continued)

DISPOSITIONS OF COMPLAINTS FILED
RESULTING FROM ADULT FELONY ARRESTS, 20022 Conviction rates based on fotal complaints filed
By Type of Disposition describe the processing of defendants in the
courts. This method of calculation focuses on
those arrests for which a complaint was filed by
the district attorney.

DISMISEED
17.0%

— Formulas used to calculate conviction rates based
""Ef';%":\ on total adult felony arrest dispositions and total
complaints filed can be found in the Appendix.

CONVICTED

82.6%

Source: Table 38A.
@Preliminary data.

More &

(To Adult Corrections)
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http://ag.ca.gov/cjsc/publications/candd/cd02/corrections.pdf
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