
Table 15 
CRIMES CLEARED, 1998-2003 

Number of Crimes, Clearances, and Clearance Rate 
Crimes, Percent change 

clearances, 
and clearance rates

1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 1998- 2002-
2003 2003 

Number of crimes reported 
   Violent crimes.................... 229,766 207,874 210,492 210,510 207,988 204,591 -11.0 -1.6 

Homicide......................... 2,170 2,006 2,074 2,201 2,392 2,402 10.7 0.4 
Forcible rape................... 9,777 9,443 9,785 9,882 10,176 9,918 1.4 -2.5 
Robbery.......................... 68,752 60,027 60,243 63,299 64,805 63,597 -7.5 -1.9 
Aggravated assault......... 149,067 136,398 138,390 135,128 130,615 128,674 -13.7 -1.5 

   Property crimes1 ................ 651,090 561,542 578,309 626,033 667,592 693,137 6.5 3.8 
Burglary.......................... 268,847 223,828 222,247 229,922 237,445 240,705 -10.5 1.4 
Motor vehicle theft.......... 195,402 168,465 181,049 201,074 221,780 240,798 23.2 8.6 
Larceny-theft over $400 186,841 169,249 175,013 195,037 208,367 211,634 13.3 1.6 

   Arson……………………… 14,314 14,454 14,406 15,060 14,007 13,677 -4.5 -2.4 
Number of clearances 

   Violent crimes.................... 119,083 105,679 100,055 98,898 95,810 98,170 -17.6 2.5 
Homicide......................... 1,369 1,200 1,082 1,091 1,362 1,323 -3.4 -2.9 
Forcible rape................... 4,943 4,544 4,574 4,499 4,436 4,617 -6.6 4.1 
Robbery.......................... 19,033 16,629 15,272 15,014 15,787 17,213 -9.6 9.0 
Aggravated assault......... 93,738 83,306 79,127 78,294 74,225 75,017 -20.0 1.1 

   Property crimes1 ................ - - - - - - - -
Burglary.......................... 36,177 30,642 28,064 28,908 29,575 30,452 -15.8 3.0 
Motor vehicle theft.......... 20,127 17,342 18,042 19,230 21,330 22,591 12.2 5.9 
Larceny-theft over $400  - - - - - - - -

   Arson……………………… 1,661 1,714 1,588 1,655 1,542 1,381 -16.9 -10.4 
Clearance rate2 

   Violent crimes.................... 51.8 50.8 47.5 47.0 46.1 48.0 -7.3 4.1 
Homicide......................... 63.1 59.8 52.2 49.6 56.9 55.1 -12.7 -3.2 
Forcible rape................... 50.6 48.1 46.7 45.5 43.6 46.6 -7.9 6.9 
Robbery.......................... 27.7 27.7 25.4 23.7 24.4 27.1 -2.2 11.1 
Aggravated assault......... 62.9 61.1 57.2 57.9 56.8 58.3 -7.3 2.6 

   Property crimes1 ................ - - - - - - - -
Burglary.......................... 13.5 13.7 12.6 12.6 12.5 12.7 -5.9 1.6 
Motor vehicle theft.......... 10.3 10.3 10.0 9.6 9.6 9.4 -8.7 -2.1 
Larceny-theft over $400  - - - - - - - -

   Arson……………………….. 11.6 11.9 11.0 11.0 11.0 10.1 -12.9 -8.2 
Note:  Dash indicates that data are not available. 
1 In 2003, larceny-theft over $400 was added to the property crime category to give a more representative depiction of crime in California.  However, 

since clearance data is not collected for this offense, total property crime clearances and clearance rates are unavailable.  For additional information, 
see "Appendix 1, Data Characteristics and Known Limitations." 

2 Percentage of clearances to total crimes reported. 


