
TABLE 38 
ADULT FELONY ARREST DISPOSITIONS, 1991-1996 

By Type of Disposition and Sentence 

Type of disposition 1991 1992 1993a,b 1994b 1995b 1996b 

and sentence Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent 

Total.............................................. 303,707 100.0 284,810 100.0 258,320 100.0 285,745 100.0 271,428 100.0 285,038 100.0

 Law enforcement releases.............. 20,222 6.7 12,273 4.3 6,029 2.3 10,736 3.8 8,310 3.1 10,488 3.7
 Total complaints denied................. 45,756 15.1 32,284 11.3 14,075 5.4 29,311 10.3 26,733 9.8 37,521 13.2

 Single complaints....................... 42,904 14.1 30,362 10.7 13,021 5.0 27,604 9.7 25,346 9.3 34,850 12.2
 Combined cases1 ....................... - - 279 .1 395 .2 606 .2 476 .2 1,047 .4
 Petitions to revoke probation....... 2,852 .9 1,643 .6 659 .3 1,101 .4 911 .3 1,624 .6

 Complaints filed............................ 237,729 78.3 240,253 84.4 238,216 92.2 245,698 86.0 236,385 87.1 237,029 83.2
 Misdemeanor............................. 91,426 30.1 84,763 29.8 76,134 29.5 96,866 33.9 90,020 33.2 89,516 31.4
 Felony...................................... 146,303 48.2 155,490 54.6 162,082 62.7 148,832 52.1 146,365 53.9 147,513 51.8

 Lower court dispositions............. 125,239 41.2 122,302 42.9 109,019 42.2 137,656 48.2 128,348 47.3 131,946 46.3
 Dismissed.............................. 27,099 8.9 25,852 9.1 17,364 6.7 25,251 8.8 23,372 8.6 24,795 8.7
 Diversions dismissed............... 8,313 2.7 7,825 2.7 8,190 3.2 7,390 2.6 7,807 2.9 8,642 3.0
 Acquitted............................... 308 .1 264 .1 168 .1 219 .1 170 .1 233 .1
 Convicted.............................. 89,519 29.5 88,361 31.0 83,297 32.2 104,796 36.7 96,999 35.7 98,276 34.5

 Sentence2

 Prison................................. - - 1,626 .6 3,092 1.2 3,295 1.2 3,350 1.2 3,749 1.3
 California Rehabilitation

 Center.............................. - - 26 .0 66 .0 113 .0 125 .0 102 .0
 Youth Authority................... 3 .0 3 .0 9 .0 7 .0 2 .0 4 .0
 Probation............................ 15,342 5.1 13,626 4.8 12,949 5.0 14,661 5.1 13,101 4.8 12,277 4.3
 Probation with jail................ 62,201 20.5 61,716 21.7 57,871 22.4 76,870 26.9 71,800 26.5 73,873 25.9
 Jail.................................... 10,486 3.5 9,915 3.5 8,428 3.3 8,800 3.1 7,357 2.7 7,084 2.5
 Fine................................... 1,293 .4 1,230 .4 720 .3 835 .3 1,006 .4 1,000 .4
 Other3 ................................ 194 .1 219 .1 162 .1 215 .1 258 .1 187 .1

 Superior court dispositions.......... 112,490 37.0 117,951 41.4 129,197 50.0 108,042 37.8 108,037 39.8 105,083 36.9
 Dismissed.............................. 5,284 1.7 5,260 1.8 3,872 1.5 4,160 1.5 4,594 1.7 5,245 1.8
 Diversions dismissed............... 384 .1 341 .1 317 .1 267 .1 311 .1 367 .1
 Acquitted............................... 614 .2 592 .2 442 .2 418 .1 396 .1 438 .2
 Convicted.............................. 106,208 35.0 111,758 39.2 124,566 48.2 103,197 36.1 102,736 37.9 99,033 34.7

 Sentence2

 Death................................. 26 .0 40 .0 34 .0 21 .0 38 .0 40 .0
 Prison................................. 37,288 12.3 41,573 14.6 46,119 17.9 35,701 12.5 36,671 13.5 39,003 13.7
 California Rehabilitation

 Center.............................. 1,354 .4 1,768 .6 1,818 .7 1,509 .5 1,294 .5 756 .3
 Youth Authority................... 92 .0 111 .0 135 .1 103 .0 57 .0 37 .0
 Probation............................ 6,476 2.1 6,096 2.1 6,182 2.4 4,853 1.7 5,726 2.1 4,402 1.5
 Probation with jail................. 60,030 19.8 61,203 21.5 69,218 26.8 59,966 21.0 57,783 21.3 53,866 18.9
 Jail..................................... 793 .3 860 .3 952 .4 937 .3 1,025 .4 825 .3
 Fine.................................... 103 .0 85 .0 79 .0 73 .0 95 .0 73 .0
 Other3 ................................ 46 .0 22 .0 29 .0 34 .0 47 .0 31 .0 

Notes: Percents may not add to subtotals or 100.0 because of independent rounding.
 Dash indicates that data are not available.
 Updated preliminary 1993, 1994, and 1995 files were accessed in May 1997 and may not match previously published data. 

a The 1993 file is lower in number than normal because of fingerprint and disposition processing priorities. In addition, processing priorities caused the 1993 file to be underrepresented in the law
 enforcement releases and complaints denied categories. 

b The 1993, 1994, 1995, and 1996 files remain open; therefore, counts published represent preliminary data. 
1 Prior to 1992, "combined cases" data were included in "complaints denied" and cannot be extracted. Combined cases are cases declined in favor of other counts/cases. 
2 Legislation, effective January 1, 1992, provides the option of sentencing noncapital felony cases in lower or superior court when there is a plea of guilty or nolo contendere in lower court. 
3 The "other" category includes no sentence given, sentence suspended, and sentence stayed. 


