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CRII\/ES*************************

HOMICIDE CRIMES Table N-1
HOMICIDE CRIMES, 1952-2002
Homicide is defined by the FBI's Uniform Crime Reporting | Numberand Rate per 100,000 Population
(UCR) Program as the “willful (nonnegligent) killing of one
human being by another.” The homicide category Year(s) Number Rate
comprises murderand nonnegligentmanslaughter. 2002 ..o 2392 6.8
Attempted murder, justifiable homicide, manslaughter by 2001 oo 2:201 6.3
negligence, and suicide are excluded. Data depicting 2000 oo 2,074 6.0
homicide in California have been collected and published 1999 ..., 2,006 59
for 51 years. 1998 ...l 2,170 6.5
1997 oo 2,579 7.8
1996 ..o 2,910 9.0
. 1995 ... 3,530 11.0
From 2001 to 2002: 1904 T 3,699 115
. , 1993 ..o 4,095 12.9
m  The homicide rate per 100,000 population 1992 ..o, 3,920 12.5
increased 7.9 percent (6.3 t0 6.8). 1991 3,876 12.6
1990 ..., 3,562 12.1
m  The number of homicidesincreased 8.7 lggg ................ gggg 1(1)2
percent (from 2,201t0 2,392). 1987 2929 107
1986 .....coeee.. 3,030 11.3
Comparing 1993102002, 984 T Dma 106
1983 ..o 2,640 10.5
m  Thehomicide rate per 100,000 population 1982 ... 2,778 11.3
decreased 47.3 percent (12.9t0 6.8). 1981 o 3,140 13.1
1980 ....ccovveeeee. 3,405 14.4
iei 1979 oo 2,941 12.6
m  The numberofhomicides decreased 41.6 1o78 2’601 114
percent (from 4,095 to 2,392). 1977 2’481 111
1976 oo 2.214 10.1
. 1975 e 2,196 10.2
Comparing 1952t0 2002: 1974 oo, 1,970 9.3
1973 e 1,862 8.9
m  Thehomicide rate per 100,000 population 1972 1,789 8.7
increased 183.3 percent (2.4 10 6.8). 1971 s 1,633 8.0
1970 oo 1,355 6.8
m  Thenumberof homicides increased 757.3 ggg """""""" ]:1)’;? gg
percent (from 279 t0 2,392). 1967 vvvoo. 1,051 54
1966 ........cc..... 897 4.7
1965 ....ccvveneee 892 4.8
1964 ............... 758 4.2
1963 ... 656 3.7
1962 ... 671 3.9
1961 ..o 609 3.7
1960 ......oc....... 620 3.9
1959 ..., 515 34
1958 ..o 547 3.7
A 1957 oo 497 35
Hom ci des i ncreas_ed i n nunber 1956 ..covven. 474 35
and rate for a third 1822 ................ 215 gg
consecutive year. 1953 | 276 23
1952 ... 279 24
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Chart1
VIOLENT CRIMES, 1993-2002
Rate per 100,000 Population
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Source: Table 1.

* * * k% % % % % % % *x *k * k% % % % %k *x *x *k *k % % % % *x *x *x * *

There are four offenses classified as violent crimes by the
FBI: homicide, forcible rape, robbery, and aggravated
assault. For comparison, changes in the rates of the four
offensesfollow:

From 2001 to 2002:

m  Homicide increased 7.9 percent (6.3 to 6.8).

m  Forcible rape increased 1.4 percent (28.4 to

28.8).
m  Robberyincreased 0.8 percent (182.1 to
183.6).
m  Aggravated assaultdecreased 4.8 percent
(388.8t0370.0).
Comparing 199310 2002:

m  Homicide decreased 47.3 percent (12.910 6.8).

m  Forcible rape decreased 22.2 percent (37.0 to
28.8).

m  Robberydecreased 53.9 percent (398.0 to
183.6).

m  Aggravated assaultdecreased 39.4 percent
(610.9t0370.0).

* * % % * % *x % % * % *x * * * *

Hom ci de crimes account for
approxi mately 1 percent of
viol ent crinmes each year. And,
of the four offenses classified
as violent by the FBI, hom cide
mai ntai ned the | owest rate per
100, 000 popul ation for the
years shown.
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Charts 2, 3, and 4 display homicide rates per 100,000
population for victims classified by gender, race/ethnic
group, and age.

In 2002,

m  The total homicide rate was 6.8 per 100,000
population.

m  The male homicide rate was over 4 times that of
the female homicide rate (10.8 vs. 2.5).

m  The black homicide rate was almost 13 times that
of whites and over 3 times that of Hispanics (30.9
vs. 2.4 and 9.4, respectively).

Comparing 199310 2002:

m  The male homicide rate decreased 48.8 percent
and the female homicide rate decreased 47.9
percent.

m  The white homicide rate decreased 56.4 percent,
the Hispanic homicide rate decreased 48.6
percent, and the black homicide rate decreased
46.1 percent.

* * % % * % *x * % * % *x * * * *

From 2001 to 2002, hom cide
rates increased for nales,
H spani cs, and bl acks. Bl acks
experi enced the hi ghest
increase inrate (up 17.0
Percent). For the sane peri od,
emal es experi enced no change
In rate and whites experienced
a decrease in rate (down 4.0
percent) .
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Chart2

HOMICIDE CRIMES, 1993-2002
By Gender of Victim
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Chart3

HOMICIDE CRIMES, 1993-2002
By Race/Ethnic Group of Victim
Rate per 100,000 Population
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Chart4
HOMICIDE CRIMES, 1993-2002
By Age of Victim In 2002,
Rate per 100,000 Population
o m  Persons aged 18-29 had the highest homicide

victimization rate (17.9 per 100,000 population).

Comparing 199310 2002:

m  The homicide rate decreased 59.3 percent for
victims under age 18, 40.5 percent for victims
aged 18-29, 44.4 percent for victims aged 30-39,
and 45.9 percent for victims aged 40 and over.
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Source: Table 4.

* * % % * % *x % % * % *x * % * *

The hom cide rate for victins
aged 30-39 increased 16.9
percent from 2001 to 2002. A
third consecuti ve-year increase
for this age category foll ows
a yearly decline since 1993.
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Chart5b
HOMICIDE CRIMES, 2002
In 2002, By Gender of Victim

m  Males represented 81.0 percent of total homicide
victims; they comprised 50.2 percent of the
population.

m  Femalesrepresented 19.0 percent of total
homicide victims; they comprised 49.8 percent of
the population.

Source: Table 5.

Chart6

HOMICIDE CRIMES, 2002

Gender of Victim by Percent of Total Victims
and Percent of Population
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In 2002, the ratio of male to
femal e popul ati on was appr oxi -
mately 1:1. The ratio of nale
to femal e homcide victim -
zation was approximately 4:1.
These rati os represent a

consi stent historical trend
(see Tables 2 and 5).
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Chart7
HOMICIDE CRIMES, 2002
By Race/Ethnic Group of Victim In 2002,

m  Whites represented 17.5 percent of total homicide
victims; they comprised 49.1 percent of the
population.

GTHER
7.0%

m  Hispanics represented 44.7 percent of total
homicide victims; they comprised 31.7 percent of
the population.

m  Blacks represented 30.8 percent of total homicide
victims; they comprised 6.6 percent of the
population.

HISPANIC
44.7%

m  The“other”race/ethnic group category
represented 7.0 percent of total homicide victims;
Source: Table 6. they comprised 12.6 percent of the population.

Chart8

HOMICIDE CRIMES, 2002

Race/Ethnic Group of Victim by Percent of Total Victims
and Percent of Population
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REE I n 2002, the percentage of

homi ci de victins who were

mHEHﬂ bl ack was over 4 1/2 tines
12.6% | arger than their percentage

of the popul ation (30.8
percent vs. 6.6 percent). This
] ] di fference far exceeds the
Viclims  Populatian di sparities between hom ci de
victins bel onging to the other
race/ et hni ¢ groups shown and

t heir percentages of the

popul ati on.

Sources: Tables 3 and 6.
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In 2002,

m  10.4 percent of total homicide victims were under
age 18; this age group comprised 28.2 percent of
the population.

m  46.3 percent of total homicide victims were aged
18-29; this age group comprised 17.1 percent of
the population.

m  18.9 percent of total homicide victims were aged
30-39; this age group comprised 14.0 percent of
the population.

m 24 .4 percent of total homicide victims were aged
40 and over; this age group comprised 40.7
percent of the population.

*x % * % % * % * *x % * *x * *x * *

I n 2002, the percentage of
hom ci de victins aged 18-29
was over 2 1/2 tinmes |arger
t han the percentage of the
popul ati on aged 18-29 (46.3
percent vs. 17.1 percent).

8 HOMICIDE IN CALIFORNIA, 2002

Chart9
HOMICIDE CRIMES, 2002
By Age of Victim
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Chart10

HOMICIDE CRIMES, 2002

Age of Victim by Percent of Total Victims
and Percent of Population
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Chart11
HOMICIDE CRIMES, 2002
Race/Ethnic Group of Victim by Gender of Victim In 2002,

WHITE 3T A%

m  Agreater percentage of white victims were female
than were either Hispanic or black victims (37.9
vs. 13.1 and 13.8 percent, respectively).

HISPANMIC 12.1%

A greater percentage of Hispanic and black
11.8% victims were aged 18-29 than were white victims

BLACHK
(54.9 and 48.1 vs. 24.0 percent, respectively).
. _ m  Agreater percentage of white victims were aged
Mile F sl 40 and over than were either Hispanic or black
Source: Table . victims (50.8 vs. 15.5 and 19.8 percent,
respectively).

Chart12
HOMICIDE CRIMES, 2002
Race/Ethnic Group of Victim by Age of Victim
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Note: Percentages may not add to 100.0 because of rounding.
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I n 2002, the percentage of

whi te hom ci de victins who
were femal e was al nost 3 tines
t he Eercent age of Hi spanic or
bl ack female victins. Wite
victins al so tended to be

ol der, Hispanic and bl ack

vi cti nms younger.

CRIMES 9



CRII\/ES*************************

When homicides were examined by the relationship of the
victim to the offender, it was found that:

In 2002,

m  46.6 percent of victims were friends or
acquaintances of offenders.

m 6.8 percent of victims were spouses of offenders.

m 7.5 percent of victims were parents or children
ofoffenders.

m 3.0 percent of the relationships of victim to
offender fell into the “other relative” category.

m  36.1 percent of victims were strangers to
offenders.

Comparing 199310 2002:

m  The proportion of homicides in which victims were
friends oracquaintances of offenders decreased
from 58.2 percent to 46.6 percent.

m  The proportion of homicides in which victims were
strangers to offenders increased from 29.6
percent to 36.1 percent.

*x % * % % * % * *x % * *x * *x * *

From 2001 to 2002, the nunber
of homcide victins killed by
friends or acquai ntances

I ncreased 11. 2 percent. The
nunber of victins killed bg
strangers al so i ncreased, but
by I ess (8.7 percent).
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Chart13
HOMICIDE CRIMES, 2002
By Relationship of Victim to Offender
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Source: Table 11.

Chart14
HOMICIDE CRIMES, 1993-2002
By Selected Relationships of Victims to Offenders
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Chart15
HOMICIDE CRIMES, 2002
Gender of Victim by Relationship of Victim to Offender In 2002,

MALE % A2.3% m  Agreater percentage of female victims were
spouses of offenders (23.5 percent) than were

4.7% male victims (1.5 percent).

2.0¢%
F 23 8 18.2%
EMALE “ E _ 18.8% m  Agreater percentage of white victims were friends

oracquaintances of offenders than were either

] ] [] H m Hispanic or black victims (50.3 vs. 46.0 and 45.8
Friend, Spouse  Pamnt  Other  Stranges percent, respectively).
Accjuainkanoes child reslative

Source: Table 12.
Note: Percentages may not add to 100.0 because of rounding.

Chart16

HOMICIDE CRIMES, 2002

Race/Ethnic Group of Victim by Relationship of Victim
to Offender
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In 2002, approxi mately 24

percent of all female hom cide

victins were killed by their

s ouses. In contrast, |less
an 2 Percent of male victins

mere killed by theirs.
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Chart17
HOMICIDE CRIMES, 2002
In 2002, Age of Victim by Relationship of Victim to Offender
m  Thelargestpercentage of homicide victimsunder | yroes 18 m 34.5% = 20.2%
age 18 were parents or children of offenders (34.5 ——
percent). 7 7%
m  Thelargest percentage of homicide victims aged 0B
18-29, 30-39, and 40 and over were friends or
aquaintances of offenders (51.2,47.6,and 45.3 -39 m a8 0%

percent, respectively).

. < -
m  Agreater percentage of victims aged 40 and over

were spouses of offenders (12.5 percent) than

were victims in any other age group shown. . _l _l . |_
Frend, Spouse  Pamant Othar  Siranger
acquaintance zhild relative

Source: Table 13.
Note: Percentages may not add to 100.0 because of rounding.

*x % * % % * % * *x % * *x * *x * *

I n 2002, tw ce as nmany
hom ci de victins aged 40 and
over were killed by their
spouses than were victins in
the 18-29 or 30-39 age
categories. No victinms under
age 18 were killed by their
igoyses I n 2002. (See Tabl e

12 HOMICIDE IN CALIFORNIA, 2002



* * k% * % % % % *x *x * *

Chart18
HOMICIDE CRIMES, 2002
County by Rate per 100,000 Population

* * * * * % % % % % % *x *x % * * * * *

In 2002, 10 of California’s 58 counties exceeded the
statewide homicide rate of 6.8 per 100,000 population.
When grouped:

Modoc

m  One county had a homicide rate of 10.0 and over
per 100,000 population.

m  Twelve counties had homicide rates between 5.0
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and 9.9 per 100,000 population.

m  Twenty-two counties had homicide rates between
0.0 and 4.9 per 100,000 population.

m  Homicide rates were not calculated for the
remaining 23 counties with populations of less
than 100,000.

*x % * % % * % * *x % * *x * *x * *

O the 35 counties for which
2002 hom cide rates were

cal cul ated, Los Angel es County
experi enced the highest rate
per 100, 000 popul ati on
(11.7); Placer County
experienced the | owest
(0.0).
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