
TABLE 23
HOMICIDE CRIMES, 1997

Age of Victim by Type of Weapon Used
Type of Under 40

weapon used Total 18 18-29 30-39 and over Unknown
Number

Total including unknown............... 2,579 361 1,068 534 580 36
   Unknown................................. 40 3 11 9 8 9

   Total known............................. 2,539 358 1,057 525 572 27
      Firearm................................. 1,835 238 878 391 312 16
         Handgun............................ 1,633 206 789 348 275 15
         All other firearms................ 202 32 89 43 37 1
            Rifle............................... 115 24 48 26 16 1
            Shotgun.......................... 72 6 35 15 16 0
            Firearm - unknown type.... 15 2 6 2 5 0

      Knife1................................... 307 16 114 71 101 5
      Blunt object2......................... 108 9 20 24 54 1
      Personal weapon3.................. 148 61 15 14 57 1
      All other................................ 141 34 30 25 48 4
         Rope4................................ 56 3 16 14 22 1
         Drugs................................. 6 3 0 2 1 0
         Other................................. 79 28 14 9 25 3

Percent based on total known

   Total known............................. 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
      Firearm................................. 72.3 66.5 83.1 74.5 54.5 -
         Handgun............................ 64.3 57.5 74.6 66.3 48.1 -
         All other firearms................ 8.0 8.9 8.4 8.2 6.5 -
            Rifle................................ 4.5 6.7 4.5 5.0 2.8 -
            Shotgun.......................... 2.8 1.7 3.3 2.9 2.8 -
            Firearm - unknown type.... .6 .6 .6 .4 .9 -

      Knife1.................................... 12.1 4.5 10.8 13.5 17.7 -
      Blunt object2.......................... 4.3 2.5 1.9 4.6 9.4 -
      Personal weapon3................... 5.8 17.0 1.4 2.7 10.0 -
      All other................................ 5.6 9.5 2.8 4.8 8.4 -
         Rope4................................. 2.2 .8 1.5 2.7 3.8 -
         Drugs................................. .2 .8 .0 .4 .2 -
         Other................................. 3.1 7.8 1.3 1.7 4.4 -

Notes: Percentages may not add to subtotals or 100.0 because of independent rounding.
          Dash indicates that percent distributions are not calculated when the base number is less than 50.
1 Any instrument used to cut or stab.
2 Club, etc.
3 Hands, feet, etc.
4Any instrument used to hang or strangle.


