
TABLE 21
HOMICIDE CRIMES, 1989-1998

By Type of Weapon Used

Type 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993
of

weapon used Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent

Total including unknown…........ 3,159 3,562 3,876 3,920 4,095
   Unknown........…..................... 26 31 36 28 34

   Total known....…..................... 3,133 100.0 3,531 100.0 3,840 100.0 3,892 100.0 4,061 100.0
      Firearm........…..................... 2,058 65.7 2,386 67.6 2,692 70.1 2,839 72.9 3,007 74.0
         Handgun...…..................... 1,604 51.2 1,903 53.9 2,255 58.7 2,426 62.3 2,609 64.2
         All other firearms…........... 454 14.5 483 13.7 437 11.4 413 10.6 398 9.8
            Rifle..............…..…......... 201 6.4 188 5.3 176 4.6 164 4.2 154 3.8
            Shotgun.........…............. 208 6.6 218 6.2 187 4.9 176 4.5 167 4.1
            Other firearm1.…............ 1 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0
            Firearm - unknown type.. 44 1.4 77 2.2 74 1.9 73 1.9 77 1.9

      Knife2...............…................. 533 17.0 592 16.8 577 15.0 543 14.0 470 11.6
      Blunt object3.....…................ 199 6.4 192 5.4 207 5.4 161 4.1 204 5.0
      Personal weapon4............... 143 4.6 166 4.7 186 4.8 168 4.3 139 3.4
      All other............…................ 200 6.4 195 5.5 178 4.6 181 4.7 241 5.9
         Rope5............…................ 100 3.2 92 2.6 84 2.2 87 2.2 114 2.8
         Drugs.............…................ 5 0.2 6 0.2 3 0.1 3 0.1 5 0.1
         Other.............…................ 95 3.0 97 2.7 91 2.4 91 2.3 122 3.0

Type 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 Percent change
of 1989- 1997-

weapon used (cont.) Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent 1998 1998

Total including unknown..…...... 3,699 3,530 2,910 2,579 2,170
   Unknown....................…......... 33 29 45 40 36

   Total known................…......... 3,666 100.0 3,501 100.0 2,865 100.0 2,539 100.0 2,134 100.0 -31.9 -16.0
      Firearm....................…......... 2,778 75.8 2,590 74.0 2,055 71.7 1,835 72.3 1,469 68.8 -28.6 -19.9
         Handgun...............…......... 2,441 66.6 2,288 65.4 1,866 65.1 1,633 64.3 1,315 61.6 -18.0 -19.5
         All other firearms...…........ 337 9.2 302 8.6 189 6.6 202 8.0 154 7.2 -66.1 -23.8
            Rifle..............…..…......... 141 3.8 140 4.0 95 3.3 115 4.5 89 4.2 -55.7 -22.6
            Shotgun........….............. 165 4.5 123 3.5 86 3.0 72 2.8 57 2.7 -72.6 -20.8
            Other firearm1…............. 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 - -
            Firearm - unknown type.. 31 0.8 39 1.1 8 0.3 15 0.6 8 0.4 - -

      Knife2...............…................. 427 11.6 405 11.6 341 11.9 307 12.1 289 13.5 -45.8 -5.9
      Blunt object3....…................. 157 4.3 156 4.5 147 5.1 108 4.3 117 5.5 -41.2 8.3
      Personal weapon4…............ 156 4.3 165 4.7 156 5.4 148 5.8 112 5.2 -21.7 -24.3
      All other..............….............. 148 4.0 185 5.3 166 5.8 141 5.6 147 6.9 -26.5 4.3
         Rope5............…................ 81 2.2 75 2.1 61 2.1 56 2.2 63 3.0 -37.0 12.5
         Drugs............…................. 4 0.1 2 0.1 8 0.3 6 0.2 2 0.1 - -
         Other...............….............. 63 1.7 108 3.1 97 3.4 79 3.1 82 3.8 -13.7 3.8

Notes: Percentages may not add to subtotals or 100.0 because of independent rounding.
           Dash indicates that a percent change is not calculated when the base number is less than 50.
1 Machine gun, etc.
2 Any instrument used to cut or stab.
3 Club, etc.
4 Hands, feet, etc.
5 Any instrument used to hang or strangle. 75


