
INTRODUCTION

Last published in 1993, this edition of Crime in California
and the United States contains updated comparisons of
crime in California with:

■ Crime in the United States less California, and

■ Crime in the six other states with populations over
10 million (Florida, Illinois, New York, Ohio,
Pennsylvania, and Texas).

Data shown were extracted from the Federal Bureau of
Investigation’s (FBI) annual Crime in the United States
report.  Crime data are collected through the Uniform
Crime Reporting (UCR) Program administered at the
national level by the FBI.  In California, the program is
administered by the California Department of Justice
(DOJ).  As part of this program, law enforcement agencies
throughout the state report selected summary crime
information to the DOJ. These crimes are classified by
UCR (federal) definitions which were designed to
eliminate differences in state-to-state penal code
definitions. Of the eight UCR offenses (known as Part I
crimes), California uses six to measure its long-term crime
trends. These six offenses are referred to collectively as
the California Crime Index (CCI) and are used in this
report to compare crime in California with crime in other
states. The CCI offenses are divided into two categories:
violent crime and property crime.  The violent crime
category comprises homicide, forcible rape, robbery, and
aggravated assault. The property crime category
comprises burglary and motor vehicle theft.

When a 1983 California law raised the lower limit of felony
theft from $200 to over $400, the DOJ dropped theft ($200
and over) from its measure of crime. Law enforcement
agencies began submitting arson crime data in 1979;
1980 was the first year of complete reporting. Therefore,
to maintain long-term felony trend data in the CCI, the
DOJ excludes larceny-theft and arson.

Even though the UCR Program standardizes crime
definitions across the nation, a number of factors can
influence crime counts in any given state. The following
should be considered when using crime statistics,
especially for comparative purposes:

■ Variations in population composition, particularly age
structure.

■ Population density.
■ Stability of populations. For example, states with a

high influx of tourists or other outside populations
may have a higher crime rate because of crimes
committed by a transient group.
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■ Economic conditions.
■ Effective strength of law enforcement agencies.
■ Prosecutorial, judicial, correctional, and probational

policies.

Used in this publication, crime rates describe the number
of crimes reported to law enforcement agencies per
100,000 total population.  A crime rate is calculated by
dividing the number of reported crimes by the total
population; the result is multiplied by 100,000.

To aid in the analysis of crime trends, crime rates have
also been indexed.  An index number expresses change
in number or rate relative to a base value.  Charts in this
publication contain comparative data indexed to the base
period of 1988.  These charts enable the reader to view
year-to-year changes for different categories (California,
the United States less California, the six most populous
states [excluding California]) on the same scale. The
index number for the base period is always 100 and is
expressed here as “1988=100.”  An index number is
calculated by dividing a value by the base value; the result
is multiplied by 100.  For example, in 1988, the CCI rate in
California was 3,286.4.  In 1998, the CCI rate was
2,125.8.  The index number for 1998 is 64.7.  In this
example, an index of 64.7 means 64.7 percent of the base
value, or a 35.3 percent decrease from the base value.  It
should be noted that the shapes of graphs of indexed data
differ from those of rate data because of scaling
differences.

Data extracted for California from the FBI’s annual Crime
in the United States report may differ slightly from data
published by the DOJ.  If, for example, a law enforcement
agency cannot provide data for a complete reporting
period, the FBI will estimate crime data for that period.
Additionally, the DOJ updates its annual file beyond the
deadline set by the FBI to submit data.
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Table 1
CCI OFFENSES, 1988

Rate per 100,000 Population
Ranked in Descending Order

State/Category Rate

District of Columbia ..................... 5,210.2
Florida ......................................... 4,201.0
Texas ........................................... 3,634.3
California ................................... 3,286.4
New York ..................................... 3,167.9

Six most populous states ........ 2,925.5
New Mexico ................................ 2,923.0
Oregon ........................................ 2,904.0
Nevada ........................................ 2,883.8
Georgia ....................................... 2,868.8

Michigan ...................................... 2,822.2
Washington ................................. 2,742.5
Oklahoma .................................... 2,714.0
Louisiana ..................................... 2,692.6
Maryland ..................................... 2,649.6

Arizona ........................................ 2,597.7
Illinois .......................................... 2,578.8
Massachusetts ............................ 2,526.5
South Carolina ............................ 2,520.4
Rhode Island ............................... 2,482.4

New Jersey ................................. 2,459.9
U.S. less California ................... 2,444.9
Tennessee ................................... 2,359.8
Colorado ..................................... 2,297.0
Connecticut ................................. 2,265.8

North Carolina ............................. 2,158.5
Missouri ....................................... 2,151.3
Alabama ...................................... 2,111.9
Hawaii ......................................... 1,899.7
Ohio ............................................ 1,895.4

Delaware ..................................... 1,829.8
Kansas ........................................ 1,804.9
Mississippi ................................... 1,804.6
Arkansas ..................................... 1,785.8
Alaska ......................................... 1,722.7

Indiana ........................................ 1,694.0
Minnesota ................................... 1,542.4
Pennsylvania ............................... 1,508.2
Vermont ....................................... 1,452.6
Virginia ........................................ 1,409.5

Kentucky ..................................... 1,356.9
Utah ............................................ 1,341.1
Iowa ............................................ 1,303.5
Idaho ........................................... 1,298.3
Nebraska ..................................... 1,250.3

Wisconsin .................................... 1,221.7
Maine .......................................... 1,181.1
Wyoming ..................................... 1,129.4
New Hampshire .......................... 1,072.3
Montana ...................................... 1,048.0

West Virginia ............................... 930.6
South Dakota .............................. 744.7
North Dakota ............................... 622.6

Six most populous states*

Florida ......................................... 4,201.0
Texas ........................................... 3,634.3
New York ..................................... 3,167.9
Illinois .......................................... 2,578.8
Ohio ............................................ 1,895.4
Pennsylvania ............................... 1,508.2

Source:  Table 21.
*States with populations over 10 million (excluding
  California).

Figure 1
CALIFORNIA CRIME INDEX, 1988-1998

Rate per 100,000 Population Indexed to 1988

In 1988, California ranked fourth in reported California Crime Index (CCI)
offenses among the states and the District of Columbia with a rate of
3,286.4 crimes per 100,000 population (see Table 1).  Although largest in
population (see Table 19), California ranked third (below Florida and Texas)
when compared to the six other states with populations over 10 million. In
1998, California ranked 11th in reported CCI offenses among the states and
the District of Columbia with a rate of 2,125.8 crimes per 100,000
population (see Table 2).  California ranked second (below Florida) when
compared to the six other states with populations over 10 million.

Although California’s CCI rate dropped from rank four in 1988 to rank 11 in
1998 when compared to all states and the District of Columbia, California’s
CCI rate rose from rank three to rank two when compared to the six other
states with populations over 10 million (see Tables 1 and 2).

Relative to the base value (1988=100), California exhibited the largest
decrease in reported CCI offenses when compared to the United States
less California and the six most populous states* categories. Figure 1
shows that, in California, the CCI decreased 35.3 percent from 1988 to
1998. In the United States less California, the CCI decreased 24.1 percent,
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1 The California Crime Index (CCI) comprises homicide, forcible rape, robbery, aggravated assault,
   burglary, and motor vehicle theft.

CALIFORNIA CRIME INDEX 1

Sources:  Tables 32 through 42.

Figure 2
CALIFORNIA CRIME INDEX, 1988-1998

Rate per 100,000 Population

Sources:  Tables 32 through 42.
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Table 2
CCI OFFENSES, 1998

Rate per 100,000 Population
Ranked in Descending Order

State/Category Rate

District of Columbia ..................... 4,176.8
Florida ......................................... 2,999.3
New Mexico ................................ 2,975.4
Arizona ........................................ 2,652.8
Nevada ........................................ 2,569.3

Louisiana ..................................... 2,493.2
South Carolina ............................ 2,481.6
Tennessee ................................... 2,308.4
Maryland ..................................... 2,269.0
North Carolina ............................. 2,230.0

California ................................... 2,125.8
Georgia ....................................... 2,120.1
Washington ................................. 2,109.7
Oklahoma .................................... 2,088.2
Illinois .......................................... 2,073.3

Michigan ...................................... 2,052.9
Delaware ..................................... 2,051.2
Texas ........................................... 2,040.0
Six most populous states ........ 1,952.7
Mississippi ................................... 1,893.9

Missouri ....................................... 1,878.1
Oregon ........................................ 1,873.3
U.S. less California ................... 1,854.7
Alabama ...................................... 1,818.1
Alaska ......................................... 1,745.9

Arkansas ..................................... 1,701.5
Massachusetts ............................ 1,658.1
Hawaii ......................................... 1,652.1
New York ..................................... 1,589.6
Indiana ........................................ 1,579.2

Colorado ..................................... 1,569.5
Ohio ............................................ 1,556.3
New Jersey ................................. 1,544.8
Kansas ........................................ 1,517.3
Utah ............................................ 1,493.9

Nebraska ..................................... 1,433.7
Connecticut ................................. 1,420.2
Rhode Island ............................... 1,352.1
Minnesota ................................... 1,322.8
Pennsylvania ............................... 1,307.5

Iowa ............................................ 1,193.8
Idaho ........................................... 1,161.2
Virginia ........................................ 1,156.8
Kentucky ..................................... 1,139.1
Wisconsin .................................... 1,090.4

West Virginia ............................... 1,049.2
Wyoming ..................................... 947.4
Vermont ....................................... 925.4
Maine .......................................... 913.7
Montana ...................................... 878.6

South Dakota .............................. 726.1
North Dakota ............................... 622.2
New Hampshire .......................... 556.6

Six most populous states*

Florida ......................................... 2,999.3
Illinois .......................................... 2,073.3
Texas ........................................... 2,040.0
New York ..................................... 1,589.6
Ohio ............................................ 1,556.3
Pennsylvania ............................... 1,307.5

Source:  Table 31.
*States with populations over 10 million (excluding
  California).
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Figure 3
CALIFORNIA CRIME INDEX, 1998

Rate per 100,000 Population

CALIFORNIA CRIME INDEX - Continued

CALIFORNIA
2,125.8

Source:  Table 2.
Note:  Shaded areas indicate the six most populous states (excluding California).

U.S. LESS CA
1,854.7

and in the six most populous states* category, the CCI decreased 33.3
percent from 1988 to 1998.

While California exhibited the largest decrease in reported CCI offenses
when compared to the United States less California and the six most
populous states* categories, Figure 2 shows that California’s CCI rate
remained above both categories throughout the 1988 to 1998 period.

In 1998, California’s CCI rate was 14.6 percent higher than the CCI rate for

the rest of the nation (2,125.8 vs. 1,854.7 crimes per 100,000 population).
California’s CCI rate was also higher (8.9 percent) than the average of
1,952.7 crimes per 100,000 population for the six most populous states*
category. (See Figure 3 and Table 2.)

Among the states and the District of Columbia, the District of Columbia
ranked first in CCI offenses in 1998, with a crime rate of 4,176.8 crimes per
100,000 population.  Among the six most populous states,* Florida ranked
first in CCI offenses with a crime rate of 2,999.3 crimes per 100,000
population. (See Table 2.)
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1,952.7
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Table 3
VIOLENT CRIMES, 1988

Rate per 100,000 Population
Ranked in Descending Order

State/Category Rate

District of Columbia ..................... 1,889.8
Florida ......................................... 1,124.2
New York ..................................... 1,094.7
California ................................... 920.1
Illinois .......................................... 821.4

Maryland ..................................... 804.4
Six most populous states ........ 778.9
Nevada ........................................ 769.8
South Carolina ............................ 758.7
Michigan ...................................... 748.3

Louisiana ..................................... 739.4
Georgia ....................................... 674.3
New Mexico ................................ 666.8
Texas ........................................... 657.0
Massachusetts ............................ 608.3

U.S. less California ................... 603.7
Arizona ........................................ 598.2
New Jersey ................................. 583.4
Alabama ...................................... 572.9
Missouri ....................................... 558.7

Oregon ........................................ 545.7
Tennessee ................................... 543.4
North Carolina ............................. 505.4
Alaska ......................................... 494.8
Colorado ..................................... 476.6

Washington ................................. 464.3
Delaware ..................................... 460.3
Ohio ............................................ 455.1
Connecticut ................................. 451.1
Oklahoma .................................... 447.7

Arkansas ..................................... 437.0
Rhode Island ............................... 396.1
Indiana ........................................ 385.8
Kansas ........................................ 368.9
Pennsylvania ............................... 367.5

Kentucky ..................................... 333.8
Mississippi ................................... 331.1
Wyoming ..................................... 318.0
Virginia ........................................ 297.2
Minnesota ................................... 290.7

Nebraska ..................................... 278.3
Iowa ............................................ 262.9
Hawaii ......................................... 260.2
Utah ............................................ 243.3
Idaho ........................................... 237.9

Wisconsin .................................... 216.0
Maine .......................................... 157.7
New Hampshire .......................... 149.8
Vermont ....................................... 143.9
West Virginia ............................... 135.3

Montana ...................................... 123.6
South Dakota .............................. 116.4
North Dakota ............................... 59.8

Six most populous states*

Florida ......................................... 1,124.2
New York ..................................... 1,094.7
Illinois .......................................... 821.4
Texas ........................................... 657.0
Ohio ............................................ 455.1
Pennsylvania ............................... 367.5

Source:  Table 21.
*States with populations over 10 million (excluding
  California).
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Figure 4
VIOLENT CRIMES, 1988-1998

Rate per 100,000 Population Indexed to 1988

In 1988, California ranked fourth in reported violent crime among the states
and the District of Columbia with a rate of 920.1 violent crimes per 100,000
population (see Table 3).  Although largest in population (see Table 19),
California ranked third (below Florida and New York) when compared to the
six other states with populations over 10 million. In 1998, California ranked
10th in reported violent crime among the states and the District of Columbia
with a rate of 703.7 violent crimes per 100,000 population (see Table 4).
California ranked third (below Florida and Illinois) when compared to the six
other states with populations over 10 million.

Although California’s violent crime rate dropped from rank four in 1988 to
rank 10 in 1998 when compared to all states and the District of Columbia,
California’s violent crime rate remained at rank three when compared to the
six other states with populations over 10 million (see Tables 3 and 4).

Relative to the base value (1988=100), California showed the largest
decrease in reported violent crime when compared to the United States less
California and the six most populous states* categories. Figure 4 shows
that, in California, violent crime decreased 23.5 percent from 1988 to 1998.
In the United States less California, violent crime decreased 9.3 percent,

1 Violent crimes comprise homicide, forcible rape, robbery, and aggravated assault.

VIOLENT CRIMES 1

Sources:  Tables 32 through 42.

Figure 5
VIOLENT CRIMES, 1988-1998
Rate per 100,000 Population

Sources:  Tables 32 through 42.
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Figure 6
VIOLENT CRIMES, 1998

Rate per 100,000 Population
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Table 4
VIOLENT CRIMES, 1998

Rate per 100,000 Population
Ranked in Descending Order

State/Category Rate

District of Columbia ..................... 1,718.1
New Mexico ................................ 961.5
Florida ......................................... 938.7
South Carolina ............................ 903.2
Illinois .......................................... 807.7

Maryland ..................................... 796.6
Louisiana ..................................... 779.5
Delaware ..................................... 762.8
Tennessee ................................... 715.1
California ................................... 703.7

Alaska ......................................... 653.9
Nevada ........................................ 643.7
New York ..................................... 637.8
Six most populous states ........ 630.9
Massachusetts ............................ 621.3

Michigan ...................................... 620.8
North Carolina ............................. 579.4
Arizona ........................................ 578.0
Georgia ....................................... 572.6
Texas ........................................... 564.6

Missouri ....................................... 555.7
U.S. less California ................... 547.6
Oklahoma .................................... 539.4
Alabama ...................................... 512.1
Arkansas ..................................... 490.2

Nebraska ..................................... 451.5
New Jersey ................................. 440.1
Indiana ........................................ 431.0
Washington ................................. 428.5
Pennsylvania ............................... 420.5

Oregon ........................................ 419.8
Mississippi ................................... 410.7
Kansas ........................................ 397.0
Colorado ..................................... 377.9
Connecticut ................................. 366.3

Ohio ............................................ 362.4
Virginia ........................................ 325.6
Utah ............................................ 314.3
Rhode Island ............................... 312.0
Iowa ............................................ 311.5

Minnesota ................................... 310.2
Kentucky ..................................... 284.0
Idaho ........................................... 282.3
Wisconsin .................................... 249.0
West Virginia ............................... 248.6

Wyoming ..................................... 247.7
Hawaii ......................................... 246.9
South Dakota .............................. 154.3
Montana ...................................... 138.7
Maine .......................................... 125.8

New Hampshire .......................... 107.2
Vermont ....................................... 106.3
North Dakota ............................... 89.3

Six most populous states*

Florida ......................................... 938.7
Illinois .......................................... 807.7
New York ..................................... 637.8
Texas ........................................... 564.6
Pennsylvania ............................... 420.5
Ohio ............................................ 362.4

Source:  Table 31.
*States with populations over 10 million (excluding
  California).

VIOLENT CRIMES - Continued

CALIFORNIA
703.7

Source:  Table 4.
Note:  Shaded areas indicate the six most populous states (excluding California).

U.S. LESS CA
547.6

and in the six most populous states* category, violent crime decreased 19.0
percent from 1988 to 1998.

While California exhibited the largest decrease in reported violent crime
when compared to the United States less California and the six most
populous states* categories, Figure 5 shows that California’s violent crime
rate remained above both categories throughout the 1988 to 1998 period.

In 1998, California’s violent crime rate was 28.5 percent higher than the

violent crime rate for the rest of the nation (703.7 vs. 547.6 violent crimes
per 100,000 population). California’s violent crime rate was also higher
(11.5 percent) than the average of 630.9 violent crimes per 100,000
population for the six most populous states* category. (See Figure 6 and
Table 4.)

Among the states and the District of Columbia, the District of Columbia
ranked first in violent crime in 1998, with a rate of 1,718.1 violent crimes per
100,000 population.  Among the six most populous states,* Florida ranked
first in violent crime with a rate of 938.7 violent crimes per 100,000
population. (See Table 4.)

SIX MOST
POPULOUS STATES*

(excluding CA)
630.9
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Table 5
HOMICIDE CRIMES, 1988
Rate per 100,000 Population
Ranked in Descending Order

State/Category Rate

District of Columbia ..................... 58.5
New York ..................................... 12.5
Texas ........................................... 12.1
Louisiana ..................................... 11.9
Georgia ....................................... 11.8

New Mexico ................................ 11.6
Florida ......................................... 11.5
Michigan ...................................... 10.9
California ................................... 10.3
Nevada ........................................ 10.3

Alabama ...................................... 10.1
Six most populous states ........ 9.8
Maryland ..................................... 9.6
Tennessee ................................... 9.6
South Carolina ............................ 9.5

Arkansas ..................................... 9.0
Illinois .......................................... 8.7
Mississippi ................................... 8.7
Arizona ........................................ 8.3
U.S. less California ................... 8.2

Missouri ....................................... 8.1
North Carolina ............................. 7.9
Virginia ........................................ 7.8
Oklahoma .................................... 7.7
Indiana ........................................ 6.5

Kentucky ..................................... 6.2
Colorado ..................................... 5.7
Washington ................................. 5.7
Pennsylvania ............................... 5.6
Alaska ......................................... 5.4

Ohio ............................................ 5.4
Connecticut ................................. 5.3
New Jersey ................................. 5.3
Delaware ..................................... 5.2
Oregon ........................................ 5.1

West Virginia ............................... 5.1
Hawaii ......................................... 4.1
Rhode Island ............................... 4.1
Idaho ........................................... 3.7
Nebraska ..................................... 3.7

Kansas ........................................ 3.5
Massachusetts ............................ 3.5
South Dakota .............................. 3.2
Maine .......................................... 3.1
Wisconsin .................................... 3.0

Minnesota ................................... 2.9
Utah ............................................ 2.8
Montana ...................................... 2.6
Wyoming ..................................... 2.6
New Hampshire .......................... 2.3

Vermont ....................................... 2.0
North Dakota ............................... 1.8
Iowa ............................................ 1.7

Six most populous states*

New York ..................................... 12.5
Texas ........................................... 12.1
Florida ......................................... 11.5
Illinois .......................................... 8.7
Pennsylvania ............................... 5.6
Ohio ............................................ 5.4

Source:  Table 21.
*States with populations over 10 million (excluding
  California).

Figure 7
HOMICIDE CRIMES, 1988-1998

Rate per 100,000 Population Indexed to 1988

In 1988, California ranked ninth in reported homicide crimes among the
states and the District of Columbia with a rate of 10.3 homicides per
100,000 population (see Table 5).  Although largest in population (see Table
19), California ranked fourth (below New York, Texas, and Florida) when
compared to the six other states with populations over 10 million. In 1998,
California ranked 20th in reported homicide crimes among the states and
the District of Columbia with a rate of 6.6 homicides per 100,000 population
(see Table 6).  California ranked third (below Illinois and Texas) when
compared to the six other states with populations over 10 million.

While California’s homicide crime rate dropped from rank nine in 1988 to
rank 20 in 1998 when compared to all states and the District of Columbia,
California’s homicide rate rose from rank four to rank three when compared
to the six other states with populations over 10 million (see Tables 5 and 6).

Relative to the base value (1988=100), California exhibited the second
largest decrease in reported homicide crimes when compared to the United
States less California and the six most populous states* categories. Figure
7 shows that, in California, homicide decreased 35.9 percent from 1988 to
1998. In the United States less California, homicide decreased 24.4

1 The willful (nonnegligent) killing of one human being by another.  Homicide comprises murder and
   nonnegligent manslaughter.

HOMICIDE1

Sources:  Tables 32 through 42.

Figure 8
HOMICIDE CRIMES, 1988-1998
Rate per 100,000 Population

Sources:  Tables 32 through 42.
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Figure 9
HOMICIDE CRIMES, 1998
Rate per 100,000 Population

Table 6
HOMICIDE CRIMES, 1998
Rate per 100,000 Population
Ranked in Descending Order

State/Category Rate

District of Columbia ..................... 49.7
Louisiana ..................................... 12.8
Mississippi ................................... 11.4
New Mexico ................................ 10.9
Maryland ..................................... 10.0

Nevada ........................................ 9.7
Tennessee ................................... 8.5
Illinois .......................................... 8.4
Alabama ...................................... 8.1
Arizona ........................................ 8.1

Georgia ....................................... 8.1
North Carolina ............................. 8.1
South Carolina ............................ 8.0
Arkansas ..................................... 7.9
Indiana ........................................ 7.7

Michigan ...................................... 7.3
Missouri ....................................... 7.3
Texas ........................................... 6.8
Alaska ......................................... 6.7
California ................................... 6.6

Florida ......................................... 6.5
U.S. less California ................... 6.2
Virginia ........................................ 6.2
Oklahoma .................................... 6.1
Six most populous states ........ 6.0

Kansas ........................................ 5.9
Pennsylvania ............................... 5.3
New York ..................................... 5.1
Wyoming ..................................... 4.8
Colorado ..................................... 4.6

Kentucky ..................................... 4.6
West Virginia ............................... 4.3
Connecticut ................................. 4.1
Montana ...................................... 4.1
New Jersey ................................. 4.0

Ohio ............................................ 4.0
Washington ................................. 3.9
Oregon ........................................ 3.8
Wisconsin .................................... 3.6
Nebraska ..................................... 3.1

Utah ............................................ 3.1
Idaho ........................................... 2.9
Delaware ..................................... 2.8
Minnesota ................................... 2.6
Rhode Island ............................... 2.4

Vermont ....................................... 2.2
Hawaii ......................................... 2.0
Maine .......................................... 2.0
Massachusetts ............................ 2.0
Iowa ............................................ 1.9

New Hampshire .......................... 1.5
South Dakota .............................. 1.4
North Dakota ............................... 1.1

Six most populous states*

Illinois .......................................... 8.4
Texas ........................................... 6.8
Florida ......................................... 6.5
Pennsylvania ............................... 5.3
New York ..................................... 5.1
Ohio ............................................ 4.0

Source:  Table 31.
*States with populations over 10 million (excluding
  California).

HOMICIDE - Continued

CALIFORNIA
6.6

Source:  Table 6.
Note:  Shaded areas indicate the six most populous states (excluding California).

U.S. LESS CA
6.2

percent, and in the six most populous states* category, homicide decreased
38.8 percent from 1988 to 1998.

California’s homicide crime rate remained above both the United States
less California and the six most populous states* categories throughout the
1988 to 1998 period (see Figure 8), with the largest differences between
California’s homicide rate and the homicide rates for the other two
categories occurring in 1993 and 1995. In 1998, California’s homicide crime
rate approximated both the rate for the United States less California and the
rate for the six most populous states* categories (6.6 vs. 6.2 and 6.0
homicides per 100,000 population, respectively) (see Table 6).

Albeit close, in 1998, California’s homicide crime rate was 6.5 percent
higher than the homicide rate for the rest of the nation (6.6 vs. 6.2
homicides per 100,000 population). California’s homicide rate was also
higher (10.0 percent) than the average of 6.0 homicides per 100,000
population for the six most populous states* category. (See Figure 9 and
Table 6.)

Among the states and the District of Columbia, the District of Columbia
ranked first in homicide crimes in 1998, with a rate of 49.7 homicides per
100,000 population.  Among the six most populous states,* Illinois ranked
first in homicide crimes with a rate of 8.4 homicides per 100,000 population.
(See Table 6.)
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Table 7
FORCIBLE RAPE CRIMES, 1988

Rate per 100,000 Population
Ranked in Descending Order

State/Category Rate

Delaware ..................................... 75.8
Nevada ........................................ 72.7
Michigan ...................................... 70.1
Washington ................................. 56.3
Alaska ......................................... 54.6

Florida ......................................... 50.0
Texas ........................................... 48.7
Georgia ....................................... 47.0
Tennessee ................................... 45.6
South Carolina ............................ 43.8

Ohio ............................................ 42.9
California ................................... 41.4
Oregon ........................................ 40.5
Louisiana ..................................... 39.7
Six most populous states ........ 39.3

Illinois .......................................... 39.1
Colorado ..................................... 38.9
New Mexico ................................ 38.9
Oklahoma .................................... 38.8
Arizona ........................................ 38.0

U.S. less California ................... 37.4
Maryland ..................................... 36.9
Mississippi ................................... 36.9
New Jersey ................................. 33.7
Arkansas ..................................... 33.3

Hawaii ......................................... 32.9
Kansas ........................................ 31.6
Indiana ........................................ 31.5
Massachusetts ............................ 31.4
Minnesota ................................... 31.1

Alabama ...................................... 30.5
New York ..................................... 30.5
Rhode Island ............................... 30.4
Missouri ....................................... 29.6
North Carolina ............................. 28.3

South Dakota .............................. 27.5
Virginia ........................................ 26.9
District of Columbia ..................... 26.2
Connecticut ................................. 25.9
New Hampshire .......................... 25.5

Pennsylvania ............................... 25.3
Nebraska ..................................... 24.5
Wyoming ..................................... 24.3
Utah ............................................ 23.6
Vermont ....................................... 23.3

Kentucky ..................................... 22.7
Wisconsin .................................... 20.0
West Virginia ............................... 19.3
Maine .......................................... 18.6
Idaho ........................................... 18.2

Montana ...................................... 16.9
Iowa ............................................ 16.1
North Dakota ............................... 11.3

Six most populous states*

Florida ......................................... 50.0
Texas ........................................... 48.7
Ohio ............................................ 42.9
Illinois .......................................... 39.1
New York ..................................... 30.5
Pennsylvania ............................... 25.3

Source:  Table 21.
*States with populations over 10 million (excluding
  California).

Figure 10
FORCIBLE RAPE CRIMES, 1988-1998

Rate per 100,000 Population Indexed to 1988

In 1988, California ranked 12th in reported forcible rape crimes among the
states and the District of Columbia with a rate of 41.4 forcible rapes per
100,000 population (see Table 7).  Although largest in population (see Table
19), California ranked fourth (below Florida, Texas, and Ohio) when
compared to the six other states with populations over 10 million. In 1998,
California ranked 34th in reported forcible rape crimes among the states
and the District of Columbia with a rate of 29.9 forcible rapes per 100,000
population (see Table 8).  California ranked fifth (below Florida, Ohio, Texas,
and Illinois) when compared to the six other states with populations over 10
million.

California’s forcible rape crime rate dropped from rank 12 in 1988 to rank 34
in 1998, when compared to all states and the District of Columbia.
California’s forcible rape ranking also dropped (from rank four in 1988 to
rank five in 1998) when compared to the six other states with populations
over 10 million (see Tables 7 and 8).

Relative to the base value (1988=100), California showed the largest
decrease in reported forcible rape crimes when compared to the United
States less California and the six most populous states* categories.

1 The carnal knowledge of a female forcibly and against her will. Assaults or attempts to commit rape by
  force or threat of force are included.

FORCIBLE RAPE 1

Sources:  Tables 32 through 42.

Figure 11
FORCIBLE RAPE CRIMES, 1988-1998

Rate per 100,000 Population

Sources:  Tables 32 through 42.
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Figure 12
FORCIBLE RAPE CRIMES, 1998

Rate per 100,000 Population

Table 8
FORCIBLE RAPE CRIMES, 1998

Rate per 100,000 Population
Ranked in Descending Order

State/Category Rate

Alaska ......................................... 68.6
Delaware ..................................... 67.1
New Mexico ................................ 55.1
Nevada ........................................ 52.1
Michigan ...................................... 50.4

Minnesota ................................... 49.9
Florida ......................................... 49.6
Washington ................................. 48.2
Colorado ..................................... 47.4
Tennessee ................................... 45.8

South Carolina ............................ 45.7
Oklahoma .................................... 45.2
Kansas ........................................ 42.6
Utah ............................................ 41.7
Ohio ............................................ 40.5

Texas ........................................... 40.0
Oregon ........................................ 39.8
Mississippi ................................... 37.3
Louisiana ..................................... 36.8
District of Columbia ..................... 36.3

Rhode Island ............................... 35.5
Arkansas ..................................... 35.2
Six most populous states ........ 35.2
U.S. less California ................... 35.1
South Dakota .............................. 35.0

Illinois .......................................... 34.0
New Hampshire .......................... 33.8
Maryland ..................................... 33.4
Alabama ...................................... 33.2
North Dakota ............................... 33.2

Indiana ........................................ 33.1
Idaho ........................................... 31.4
Arizona ........................................ 31.1
North Carolina ............................. 30.6
Georgia ....................................... 30.4

California ................................... 29.9
Hawaii ......................................... 29.5
Kentucky ..................................... 29.3
Wyoming ..................................... 27.7
Vermont ....................................... 27.6

Massachusetts ............................ 27.4
Missouri ....................................... 26.9
Pennsylvania ............................... 26.9
Virginia ........................................ 26.7
Iowa ............................................ 25.4

Nebraska ..................................... 25.1
Connecticut ................................. 22.2
New York ..................................... 21.1
New Jersey ................................. 20.0
Wisconsin .................................... 19.9

West Virginia ............................... 18.7
Maine .......................................... 18.1
Montana ...................................... 17.8

Six most populous states*

Florida ......................................... 49.6
Ohio ............................................ 40.5
Texas ........................................... 40.0
Illinois .......................................... 34.0
Pennsylvania ............................... 26.9
New York ..................................... 21.1

Source:  Table 31.
*States with populations over 10 million (excluding
  California).

FORCIBLE RAPE - Continued

CALIFORNIA
29.9

Source:  Table 8.
Note:  Shaded areas indicate the six most populous states (excluding California).

U.S. LESS CA
35.1

Figure 10 shows that, in California, forcible rape decreased 27.8 percent from
1988 to 1998. In the United States less California, forcible rape decreased
6.1 percent, and in the six most populous states* category, forcible rape
decreased 10.4 percent from 1988 to 1998.

California’s forcible rape crime rate was above both the United States less
California and the six most populous states* categories from 1988 to 1991. In
1992, California’s forcible rape rate fell below the forcible rape rates for the
other two categories. California’s rate continued to decline each year from
1992 to 1998, and remained below the forcible rape rate for the United States

less California and the forcible rape rate for the six most populous states*
categories throughout that period. (See Figure 11.)

In 1998, California’s forcible rape crime rate was 14.8 percent lower than
the forcible rape rate for the rest of the nation (29.9 vs. 35.1 forcible rapes
per 100,000 population). California’s forcible rape rate was also lower (15.1
percent) than the average of 35.2 forcible rapes per 100,000 population for
the six most populous states* category. (See Figure 12 and Table 8.)

Among the states and the District of Columbia, Alaska ranked first in
forcible rape crimes in 1998, with a rate of 68.6 forcible rapes per 100,000
population.  Among the six most populous states,* Florida ranked first in
forcible rape crimes with a rate of 49.6 forcible rapes per 100,000
population. (See Table 8.)
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Table 9
ROBBERY CRIMES, 1988
Rate per 100,000 Population
Ranked in Descending Order

State/Category Rate

District of Columbia ..................... 902.6
New York ..................................... 543.1
Florida ......................................... 405.6
Six most populous states ........ 317.4
Illinois .......................................... 316.9

California ................................... 302.6
Maryland ..................................... 300.4
Nevada ........................................ 287.2
Georgia ....................................... 246.9
New Jersey ................................. 245.4

Michigan ...................................... 243.3
Texas ........................................... 235.8
Louisiana ..................................... 215.4
U.S. less California ................... 211.5
Oregon ........................................ 192.9

Connecticut ................................. 185.8
Tennessee ................................... 177.0
Massachusetts ............................ 173.1
Missouri ....................................... 170.0
Ohio ............................................ 162.5

Washington ................................. 145.2
Pennsylvania ............................... 140.2
Arizona ........................................ 134.4
South Carolina ............................ 127.7
Delaware ..................................... 121.1

Alabama ...................................... 120.8
Rhode Island ............................... 115.0
Virginia ........................................ 111.8
North Carolina ............................. 109.3
Oklahoma .................................... 108.2

New Mexico ................................ 104.5
Colorado ..................................... 99.6
Minnesota ................................... 94.9
Indiana ........................................ 90.4
Arkansas ..................................... 87.0

Kansas ........................................ 86.8
Hawaii ......................................... 85.1
Mississippi ................................... 78.6
Kentucky ..................................... 75.1
Alaska ......................................... 69.0

Wisconsin .................................... 67.6
Nebraska ..................................... 57.1
Utah ............................................ 54.2
Iowa ............................................ 40.9
West Virginia ............................... 35.2

Maine .......................................... 25.8
Montana ...................................... 22.7
New Hampshire .......................... 21.3
Idaho ........................................... 20.5
Vermont ....................................... 16.2

Wyoming ..................................... 15.3
South Dakota .............................. 12.5
North Dakota ............................... 8.2

Six most populous states*

New York ..................................... 543.1
Florida ......................................... 405.6
Illinois .......................................... 316.9
Texas ........................................... 235.8
Ohio ............................................ 162.5
Pennsylvania ............................... 140.2

Source:  Table 21.
*States with populations over 10 million (excluding
  California).

Figure 13
ROBBERY CRIMES, 1988-1998

Rate per 100,000 Population Indexed to 1988

In 1988, California ranked fifth in reported robbery crimes among the states
and the District of Columbia with a rate of 302.6 robberies per 100,000
population (see Table 9).  Although largest in population (see Table 19),
California ranked fourth (below New York, Florida, and Illinois) when
compared to the six other states with populations over 10 million. In 1998,
California ranked seventh in reported robbery crimes among the states and
the District of Columbia with a rate of 210.6 robberies per 100,000
population (see Table 10).  California ranked fourth (below New York,
Illinois, and Florida) when compared to the six other states with populations
over 10 million.

Although California’s robbery crime rate dropped from rank five in 1988 to
rank seven in 1998 when compared to all states and the District of
Columbia, California’s robbery rate remained at rank four when compared
to the six other states with populations over 10 million (see Tables 9 and
10).

Relative to the base value (1988=100), California exhibited the second
largest decrease in reported robbery crimes when compared to the United
States less California and the six most populous states* categories.

1 The taking or attempting to take anything of value from the care, custody, or control of a person or persons
   by force or threat of force or violence and/or by putting the victim in fear.

ROBBERY 1

Sources:  Tables 32 through 42.

Figure 14
ROBBERY CRIMES, 1988-1998
Rate per 100,000 Population

Sources:  Tables 32 through 42.
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Figure 15
ROBBERY CRIMES, 1998
Rate per 100,000 Population

Table 10
ROBBERY CRIMES, 1998
Rate per 100,000 Population
Ranked in Descending Order

State/Category Rate

District of Columbia ..................... 689.3
Maryland ..................................... 298.7
New York ..................................... 270.3
Nevada ........................................ 254.9
Illinois .......................................... 248.5

Florida ......................................... 242.7
California ................................... 210.6
Six most populous states ........ 202.8
Louisiana ..................................... 198.0
Delaware ..................................... 194.3

Georgia ....................................... 187.2
New Jersey ................................. 186.2
Tennessee ................................... 178.0
Arizona ........................................ 165.3
Pennsylvania ............................... 164.9

New Mexico ................................ 163.4
North Carolina ............................. 160.8
U.S. less California ................... 159.0
Michigan ...................................... 155.8
South Carolina ............................ 154.9

Missouri ....................................... 149.2
Texas ........................................... 145.1
Connecticut ................................. 133.7
Ohio ............................................ 133.5
Alabama ...................................... 130.9

Mississippi ................................... 123.3
Washington ................................. 115.6
Indiana ........................................ 111.2
Virginia ........................................ 105.6
Oregon ........................................ 105.2

Hawaii ......................................... 102.7
Massachusetts ............................ 96.6
Arkansas ..................................... 96.2
Minnesota ................................... 92.5
Oklahoma .................................... 92.0

Kansas ........................................ 86.8
Alaska ......................................... 86.6
Wisconsin .................................... 85.7
Colorado ..................................... 81.5
Nebraska ..................................... 77.6

Kentucky ..................................... 75.4
Rhode Island ............................... 66.7
Utah ............................................ 66.0
Iowa ............................................ 50.9
West Virginia ............................... 37.3

Idaho ........................................... 21.5
New Hampshire .......................... 21.5
Maine .......................................... 21.1
South Dakota .............................. 20.2
Montana ...................................... 19.9

Wyoming ..................................... 16.2
North Dakota ............................... 10.2
Vermont ....................................... 9.5

Six most populous states*

New York ..................................... 270.3
Illinois .......................................... 248.5
Florida ......................................... 242.7
Pennsylvania ............................... 164.9
Texas ........................................... 145.1
Ohio ............................................ 133.5

Source:  Table 31.
*States with populations over 10 million (excluding
  California).

ROBBERY - Continued

CALIFORNIA
210.6

Source:  Table 10.
Note:  Shaded areas indicate the six most populous states (excluding California).

U.S. LESS CA
159.0

Figure 13 shows that, in California, robbery decreased 30.4 percent from
1988 to 1998. In the United States less California, robbery decreased 24.8
percent, and in the six most populous states* category, robbery decreased
36.1 percent from 1988 to 1998.

In 1988, California’s robbery crime rate was above the rate for the United
States less California (302.6 vs. 211.5 robberies per 100,000 population)
but was below the rate for the six most populous states* category (302.6 vs.
317.4 robberies per 100,000 population). In 1989, California’s robbery rate
rose above both the rate for the United States less California and the rate
for the six most populous states* categories and remained above these two
categories throughout the 1989 to 1998 period. (See Figure 14.)

In 1998, California’s robbery crime rate was 32.5 percent higher than the
robbery rate for the rest of the nation (210.6 vs. 159.0 robberies per
100,000 population). California’s robbery rate was also higher (3.8 percent)
than the average of 202.8 robberies per 100,000 population for the six most
populous states* category. (See Figure 15 and Table 10.)

Among the states and the District of Columbia, the District of Columbia
ranked first in robbery crimes in 1998, with a rate of 689.3 robberies per
100,000 population.  Among the six most populous states,* New York
ranked first in robbery crimes with a rate of 270.3 robberies per 100,000
population. (See Table 10.)
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Table 11
AGGRAVATED ASSAULT CRIMES, 1988

Rate per 100,000 Population
Ranked in Descending Order

State/Category Rate

District of Columbia ..................... 902.6
Florida ......................................... 657.0
South Carolina ............................ 577.8
California ................................... 565.8
New Mexico ................................ 511.8

New York ..................................... 508.5
Louisiana ..................................... 472.4
Maryland ..................................... 457.3
Illinois .......................................... 456.7
Michigan ...................................... 424.0

Arizona ........................................ 417.5
Six most populous states ........ 412.4
Alabama ...................................... 411.4
Massachusetts ............................ 400.3
Nevada ........................................ 399.5

Georgia ....................................... 368.5
Alaska ......................................... 365.9
Texas ........................................... 360.3
North Carolina ............................. 359.9
Missouri ....................................... 351.0

U.S. less California ................... 346.7
Colorado ..................................... 332.3
Tennessee ................................... 311.2
Arkansas ..................................... 307.7
Oregon ........................................ 307.2

New Jersey ................................. 298.9
Oklahoma .................................... 293.0
Wyoming ..................................... 275.9
Delaware ..................................... 258.2
Indiana ........................................ 257.4

Washington ................................. 257.1
Kansas ........................................ 247.1
Rhode Island ............................... 246.6
Ohio ............................................ 244.3
Connecticut ................................. 234.0

Kentucky ..................................... 229.8
Mississippi ................................... 206.9
Iowa ............................................ 204.2
Pennsylvania ............................... 196.5
Idaho ........................................... 195.6

Nebraska ..................................... 193.0
Utah ............................................ 162.7
Minnesota ................................... 161.8
Virginia ........................................ 150.8
Hawaii ......................................... 138.2

Wisconsin .................................... 125.4
Maine .......................................... 110.1
Vermont ....................................... 102.4
New Hampshire .......................... 100.7
Montana ...................................... 81.4

West Virginia ............................... 75.7
South Dakota .............................. 73.3
North Dakota ............................... 38.5

Six most populous states*

Florida ......................................... 657.0
New York ..................................... 508.5
Illinois .......................................... 456.7
Texas ........................................... 360.3
Ohio ............................................ 244.3
Pennsylvania ............................... 196.5

Source:  Table 21.
*States with populations over 10 million (excluding
  California).

Figure 16
AGGRAVATED ASSAULT CRIMES, 1988-1998
Rate per 100,000 Population Indexed to 1988

In 1988, California ranked fourth in reported aggravated assault crimes
among the states and the District of Columbia with a rate of 565.8
aggravated assaults per 100,000 population (see Table 11).  Although
largest in population (see Table 19), California ranked second (below
Florida) when compared to the six other states with populations over 10
million. In 1998, California ranked 11th in reported aggravated assault
crimes among the states and the District of Columbia with a rate of 456.6
aggravated assaults per 100,000 population (see Table 12).  California
ranked third (below Florida and Illinois) when compared to the six other
states with populations over 10 million.

California’s aggravated assault crime rate dropped from rank four in 1988 to
rank 11 in 1998, when compared to all states and the District of Columbia.
California’s aggravated assault ranking also dropped (from rank two in 1988
to rank three in 1998) when compared to the six other states with
populations over 10 million (see Tables 11 and 12).

Relative to the base value (1988=100), California showed the largest
decrease in reported aggravated assault crimes from 1988 to 1998 when

1 The unlawful attack or attempted attack by one person upon another for the purpose of inflicting severe
   or aggravated bodily injury. This type of assault is usually accompanied by the use of a weapon or by
   means likely to produce death or great bodily harm.

AGGRAVATED ASSAULT 1

Sources:  Tables 32 through 42.

Figure 17
AGGRAVATED ASSAULT CRIMES, 1988-1998

Rate per 100,000 Population

Sources:  Tables 32 through 42.
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Figure 18
AGGRAVATED ASSAULT CRIMES, 1998

Rate per 100,000 Population

Table 12
AGGRAVATED ASSAULT CRIMES, 1998

Rate per 100,000 Population
Ranked in Descending Order

State/Category Rate

District of Columbia ..................... 942.8
New Mexico ................................ 732.0
South Carolina ............................ 694.6
Florida ......................................... 639.9
Louisiana ..................................... 531.9

Illinois .......................................... 516.9
Delaware ..................................... 498.5
Massachusetts ............................ 495.2
Alaska ......................................... 492.0
Tennessee ................................... 482.8

California ................................... 456.6
Maryland ..................................... 454.5
Michigan ...................................... 407.3
Oklahoma .................................... 396.1
Six most populous states ........ 386.9

North Carolina ............................. 379.9
Arizona ........................................ 373.6
Texas ........................................... 372.6
Missouri ....................................... 372.2
Arkansas ..................................... 350.9

U.S. less California ................... 347.3
Georgia ....................................... 346.9
Nebraska ..................................... 345.8
New York ..................................... 341.2
Alabama ...................................... 339.9

Nevada ........................................ 326.9
Indiana ........................................ 279.0
Oregon ........................................ 271.0
Kansas ........................................ 261.8
Washington ................................. 260.8

Colorado ..................................... 244.4
Mississippi ................................... 238.6
Iowa ............................................ 233.3
New Jersey ................................. 230.0
Idaho ........................................... 226.4

Pennsylvania ............................... 223.5
Rhode Island ............................... 207.4
Connecticut ................................. 206.2
Utah ............................................ 203.5
Wyoming ..................................... 199.0

West Virginia ............................... 188.3
Virginia ........................................ 187.2
Ohio ............................................ 184.5
Kentucky ..................................... 174.7
Minnesota ................................... 165.2

Wisconsin .................................... 139.9
Hawaii ......................................... 112.7
South Dakota .............................. 97.8
Montana ...................................... 96.9
Maine .......................................... 84.5

Vermont ....................................... 67.0
New Hampshire .......................... 50.4
North Dakota ............................... 44.8

Six most populous states*

Florida ......................................... 639.9
Illinois .......................................... 516.9
Texas ........................................... 372.6
New York ..................................... 341.2
Pennsylvania ............................... 223.5
Ohio ............................................ 184.5

Source:  Table 31.
*States with populations over 10 million (excluding
  California).

AGGRAVATED ASSAULT - Continued

CALIFORNIA
456.6

Source:  Table 12.
Note:  Shaded areas indicate the six most populous states (excluding California).

U.S. LESS CA
347.3

compared to the six most populous states* category (down 19.3 percent vs.
6.2 percent, respectively). The United States less California category
exhibited a small increase in aggravated assault from 1988 to 1998 (up 0.2
percent). (See Figure 16.)

While California exhibited the largest decrease in reported aggravated
assault crimes when compared to the United States less California and the
six most populous states* categories, Figure 17 shows that California’s
aggravated assault rate remained above both categories throughout the
1988 to 1998 period.

In 1998, California’s aggravated assault crime rate was 31.5 percent higher
than the aggravated assault rate for the rest of the nation (456.6 vs. 347.3
aggravated assaults per 100,000 population). California’s aggravated
assault rate was also higher (18.0 percent) than the average of 386.9
aggravated assaults per 100,000 population for the six most populous
states* category. (See Figure 18 and Table 12.)

Among the states and the District of Columbia, the District of Columbia
ranked first in aggravated assault crimes in 1998, with a rate of 942.8
aggravated assaults per 100,000 population. Among the six most populous
states,* Florida ranked first in aggravated assault crimes with a rate of
639.9 aggravated assaults per 100,000 population. (See Table 12.)
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Table 13
PROPERTY CRIMES, 1988
Rate per 100,000 Population
Ranked in Descending Order

State/Category Rate

District of Columbia ..................... 3,320.4
Florida ......................................... 3,076.9
Texas ........................................... 2,977.3
California ................................... 2,366.3
Oregon ........................................ 2,358.3

Washington ................................. 2,278.2
Oklahoma .................................... 2,266.3
New Mexico ................................ 2,256.2
Georgia ....................................... 2,194.5
Six most populous states ........ 2,146.6

Nevada ........................................ 2,114.1
Rhode Island ............................... 2,086.3
Michigan ...................................... 2,073.9
New York ..................................... 2,073.2
Arizona ........................................ 1,999.5

Louisiana ..................................... 1,953.2
Massachusetts ............................ 1,918.2
New Jersey ................................. 1,876.5
Maryland ..................................... 1,845.2
U.S. less California ................... 1,841.1

Colorado ..................................... 1,820.4
Tennessee ................................... 1,816.4
Connecticut ................................. 1,814.7
South Carolina ............................ 1,761.6
Illinois .......................................... 1,757.4

North Carolina ............................. 1,653.1
Hawaii ......................................... 1,639.5
Missouri ....................................... 1,592.6
Alabama ...................................... 1,539.0
Mississippi ................................... 1,473.5

Ohio ............................................ 1,440.3
Kansas ........................................ 1,435.9
Delaware ..................................... 1,369.5
Arkansas ..................................... 1,348.9
Vermont ....................................... 1,308.7

Indiana ........................................ 1,308.2
Minnesota ................................... 1,251.7
Alaska ......................................... 1,227.9
Pennsylvania ............................... 1,140.7
Virginia ........................................ 1,112.4

Utah ............................................ 1,097.8
Idaho ........................................... 1,060.4
Iowa ............................................ 1,040.6
Maine .......................................... 1,023.5
Kentucky ..................................... 1,023.1

Wisconsin .................................... 1,005.7
Nebraska ..................................... 972.0
Montana ...................................... 924.4
New Hampshire .......................... 922.5
Wyoming ..................................... 811.4

West Virginia ............................... 795.3
South Dakota .............................. 628.2
North Dakota ............................... 562.8

Six most populous states*

Florida ......................................... 3,076.9
Texas ........................................... 2,977.3
New York ..................................... 2,073.2
Illinois .......................................... 1,757.4
Ohio ............................................ 1,440.3
Pennsylvania ............................... 1,140.7

Source:  Table 21.
*States with populations over 10 million (excluding
  California).

Figure 19
PROPERTY CRIMES, 1988-1998

Rate per 100,000 Population Indexed to 1988

In 1988, California ranked fourth in reported property crime among the
states and the District of Columbia with a rate of 2,366.3 property crimes
per 100,000 population (see Table 13).  Although largest in population (see
Table 19), California ranked third (below Florida and Texas) when compared
to the six other states with populations over 10 million. In 1998, California
ranked 18th in reported property crime among the states and the District of
Columbia with a rate of 1,422.0 property crimes per 100,000 population
(see Table 14).  California ranked third (below Florida and Texas) when
compared to the six other states with populations over 10 million.

While California’s property crime rate dropped from rank four in 1988 to
rank 18 in 1998 when compared to all states and the District of Columbia,
California’s property crime rate remained at rank three when compared to
the six other states with populations over 10 million (see Tables 13 and 14).

Relative to the base value (1988=100), California exhibited the largest
decrease in reported property crime when compared to the United States
less California and the six most populous states* categories. Figure 19
shows that, in California, property crime decreased 39.9 percent from 1988
to 1998. In the United States less California, property crime decreased 29.0

1 Property crimes comprise burglary and motor vehicle theft.

PROPERTY CRIMES1

Sources:  Tables 32 through 42.

Figure 20
PROPERTY CRIMES, 1988-1998
Rate per 100,000 Population

Sources:  Tables 32 through 42.
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Figure 21
PROPERTY CRIMES, 1998
Rate per 100,000 Population

Table 14
PROPERTY CRIMES, 1998
Rate per 100,000 Population
Ranked in Descending Order

State/Category Rate

District of Columbia ..................... 2,458.7
Arizona ........................................ 2,074.8
Florida ......................................... 2,060.6
New Mexico ................................ 2,013.9
Nevada ........................................ 1,925.6

Louisiana ..................................... 1,713.7
Washington ................................. 1,681.2
North Carolina ............................. 1,650.7
Tennessee ................................... 1,593.4
South Carolina ............................ 1,578.4

Oklahoma .................................... 1,548.8
Georgia ....................................... 1,547.4
Mississippi ................................... 1,483.2
Texas ........................................... 1,475.4
Maryland ..................................... 1,472.4

Oregon ........................................ 1,453.5
Michigan ...................................... 1,432.0
California ................................... 1,422.0
Hawaii ......................................... 1,405.1
Missouri ....................................... 1,322.4

Six most populous states ........ 1,321.8
U.S. less California ................... 1,307.1
Alabama ...................................... 1,306.0
Delaware ..................................... 1,288.5
Illinois .......................................... 1,265.6

Arkansas ..................................... 1,211.3
Ohio ............................................ 1,193.9
Colorado ..................................... 1,191.6
Utah ............................................ 1,179.7
Indiana ........................................ 1,148.3

Kansas ........................................ 1,120.3
New Jersey ................................. 1,104.7
Alaska ......................................... 1,092.0
Connecticut ................................. 1,053.9
Rhode Island ............................... 1,040.1

Massachusetts ............................ 1,036.8
Minnesota ................................... 1,012.7
Nebraska ..................................... 982.2
New York ..................................... 951.8
Pennsylvania ............................... 886.9

Iowa ............................................ 882.3
Idaho ........................................... 879.0
Kentucky ..................................... 855.1
Wisconsin .................................... 841.4
Virginia ........................................ 831.2

Vermont ....................................... 819.1
West Virginia ............................... 800.6
Maine .......................................... 787.9
Montana ...................................... 740.0
Wyoming ..................................... 699.7

South Dakota .............................. 571.8
North Dakota ............................... 532.9
New Hampshire .......................... 449.4

Six most populous states*

Florida ......................................... 2,060.6
Texas ........................................... 1,475.4
Illinois .......................................... 1,265.6
Ohio ............................................ 1,193.9
New York ..................................... 951.8
Pennsylvania ............................... 886.9

Source:  Table 31.
*States with populations over 10 million (excluding
  California).

PROPERTY CRIMES - Continued

CALIFORNIA
1,422.0

Source:  Table 14.
Note:  Shaded areas indicate the six most populous states (excluding California).

U.S. LESS CA
1,307.1

percent, and in the six most populous states* category, property crime
decreased 38.4 percent from 1988 to 1998.

While California exhibited the largest decrease in reported property crime
when compared to the United States less California and the six most
populous states* categories, Figure 20 shows that California’s property
crime rate remained above both categories throughout the 1988 to 1998
period. In 1998, however, the differences between California’s property
crime rate and the property crime rates for the other two categories were

smaller than the differences between these categories throughout the 1988
to 1997 period.

In 1998, California’s property crime rate was 8.8 percent higher than the
property crime rate for the rest of the nation (1,422.0 vs. 1,307.1 property
crimes per 100,000 population). California’s property crime rate was also
higher (7.6 percent) than the average of 1,321.8 property crimes per
100,000 population for the six most populous states* category. (See Figure
21 and Table 14.)

Among the states and the District of Columbia, the District of Columbia
ranked first in property crime in 1998, with a rate of 2,458.7 property crimes
per 100,000 population.  Among the six most populous states,* Florida
ranked first in property crime with a rate of 2,060.6 property crimes per
100,000 population. (See Table 14.)

SIX MOST
POPULOUS STATES*

(excluding CA)
1,321.8
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Table 15
BURGLARY CRIMES, 1988
Rate per 100,000 Population
Ranked in Descending Order

State/Category Rate

Florida ......................................... 2,307.4
Texas ........................................... 2,171.8
District of Columbia ..................... 1,951.0
New Mexico ................................ 1,861.1
Washington ................................. 1,847.3

Oregon ........................................ 1,763.9
Oklahoma .................................... 1,693.2
Georgia ....................................... 1,632.4
Arizona ........................................ 1,549.4
Nevada ........................................ 1,523.3

Louisiana ..................................... 1,488.6
Six most populous states ........ 1,470.3
South Carolina ............................ 1,449.8
California ................................... 1,432.1
North Carolina ............................. 1,401.0

Colorado ..................................... 1,394.8
Michigan ...................................... 1,326.3
Mississippi ................................... 1,304.1
U.S. less California ................... 1,300.9
Hawaii ......................................... 1,271.1

Alabama ...................................... 1,265.5
Tennessee ................................... 1,262.7
Rhode Island ............................... 1,259.5
New York ..................................... 1,215.4
Connecticut ................................. 1,206.5

Kansas ........................................ 1,190.9
Maryland ..................................... 1,175.1
Missouri ....................................... 1,153.2
Illinois .......................................... 1,143.9
Arkansas ..................................... 1,128.8

Vermont ....................................... 1,109.2
Delaware ..................................... 1,060.5
Massachusetts ............................ 1,041.9
Ohio ............................................ 1,038.4
New Jersey ................................. 981.2

Indiana ........................................ 949.4
Minnesota ................................... 911.7
Utah ............................................ 881.9
Idaho ........................................... 881.7
Iowa ............................................ 874.6

Kentucky ..................................... 835.5
Maine .......................................... 818.4
Virginia ........................................ 812.8
Alaska ......................................... 797.3
Nebraska ..................................... 779.6

Wisconsin .................................... 734.6
Pennsylvania ............................... 707.4
Montana ...................................... 706.9
New Hampshire .......................... 691.8
Wyoming ..................................... 667.2

West Virginia ............................... 628.9
South Dakota .............................. 530.4
North Dakota ............................... 442.8

Six most populous states*

Florida ......................................... 2,307.4
Texas ........................................... 2,171.8
New York ..................................... 1,215.4
Illinois .......................................... 1,143.9
Ohio ............................................ 1,038.4
Pennsylvania ............................... 707.4

Source:  Table 21.
*States with populations over 10 million (excluding
  California).

Figure 22
BURGLARY CRIMES, 1988-1998

Rate per 100,000 Population Indexed to 1988

In 1988, California ranked 13th in reported burglary crimes among the
states and the District of Columbia with a rate of 1,432.1 burglaries per
100,000 population (see Table 15).  Although largest in population (see
Table 19), California ranked third (below Florida and Texas) when compared
to the six other states with populations over 10 million. In 1998, California
ranked 25th in reported burglary crimes among the states and the District of
Columbia with a rate of 823.5 burglaries per 100,000 population (see Table
16).  California ranked fourth (below Florida, Texas, and Illinois) when
compared to the six other states with populations over 10 million.

California’s burglary crime rate dropped from rank 13 in 1988 to rank 25 in
1998 when compared to all states and the District of Columbia. California’s
burglary rate ranking also dropped (from rank three in 1988 to rank four in
1998) when compared to the six other states with populations over 10
million (see Tables 15 and 16).

Relative to the base value (1988=100), California showed the largest
decrease in reported burglary crimes when compared to the United States
less California and the six most populous states* categories. Figure 22
shows that, in California, burglary decreased 42.5 percent from 1988 to

1 The unlawful entry of a structure to commit a felony or a theft.  Attempted burglary is included.

BURGLARY 1

Sources:  Tables 32 through 42.

Figure 23
BURGLARY CRIMES, 1988-1998

Rate per 100,000 Population

Sources:  Tables 32 through 42.
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Figure 24
BURGLARY CRIMES, 1998
Rate per 100,000 Population

Table 16
BURGLARY CRIMES, 1998
Rate per 100,000 Population
Ranked in Descending Order

State/Category Rate

New Mexico ................................ 1,394.0
Florida ......................................... 1,361.7
North Carolina ............................. 1,324.5
District of Columbia ..................... 1,216.0
Arizona ........................................ 1,209.6

Louisiana ..................................... 1,172.1
South Carolina ............................ 1,162.7
Mississippi ................................... 1,144.5
Oklahoma .................................... 1,143.5
Nevada ........................................ 1,137.6

Tennessee ................................... 1,076.0
Washington ................................. 1,062.5
Georgia ....................................... 990.8
Texas ........................................... 986.3
Alabama ...................................... 964.3

Hawaii ......................................... 936.2
Arkansas ..................................... 928.1
Oregon ........................................ 927.6
Maryland ..................................... 923.0
Kansas ........................................ 892.6

Missouri ....................................... 872.6
U.S. less California ................... 867.3
Delaware ..................................... 860.0
Six most populous states ........ 859.1
Michigan ...................................... 837.8

Illinois .......................................... 826.1
California ................................... 823.5
Utah ............................................ 813.0
Ohio ............................................ 810.1
Indiana ........................................ 789.1

Colorado ..................................... 786.5
Idaho ........................................... 693.3
Minnesota ................................... 687.5
Iowa ............................................ 673.6
Vermont ....................................... 671.2

New Jersey ................................. 671.1
Alaska ......................................... 667.4
Maine .......................................... 666.7
Connecticut ................................. 665.9
Rhode Island ............................... 652.7

Kentucky ..................................... 637.3
Nebraska ..................................... 634.1
West Virginia ............................... 613.4
Massachusetts ............................ 607.3
New York ..................................... 576.7

Wisconsin .................................... 569.4
Virginia ........................................ 560.9
Wyoming ..................................... 560.6
Pennsylvania ............................... 531.4
Montana ...................................... 511.2

South Dakota .............................. 468.5
North Dakota ............................... 356.3
New Hampshire .......................... 325.1

Six most populous states*

Florida ......................................... 1,361.7
Texas ........................................... 986.3
Illinois .......................................... 826.1
Ohio ............................................ 810.1
New York ..................................... 576.7
Pennsylvania ............................... 531.4

Source:  Table 31.
*States with populations over 10 million (excluding
  California).

BURGLARY - Continued

CALIFORNIA
823.5

Source:  Table 16.
Note:  Shaded areas indicate the six most populous states (excluding California).

U.S. LESS CA
867.3

1998. In the United States less California, burglary decreased 33.3 percent,
and in the six most populous states* category, burglary decreased 41.6
percent from 1988 to 1998.

From 1991 to 1997, California’s burglary crime rate exceeded both the
United States less California and the six most populous states* categories.
In 1996 and 1997, however, the difference between California’s burglary
rate and the rates for the other two categories decreased to less than one-
third of the differences from 1991 to 1995. In 1998, California’s burglary
crime rate fell below the burglary rates for the other two categories. (See
Figure 23.)

In 1998, California’s burglary crime rate was 5.1 percent lower than the
burglary rate for the rest of the nation (823.5 vs. 867.3 burglaries per
100,000 population). California’s burglary rate was also lower (4.1 percent)
than the average of 859.1 burglaries per 100,000 population for the six
most populous states* category. (See Figure 24 and Table 16.)

Among the states and the District of Columbia, New Mexico ranked first in
burglary crimes in 1998, with a rate of 1,394.0 burglaries per 100,000
population.  Among the six most populous states,* Florida ranked first in
burglary crimes with a rate of 1,361.7 burglaries per 100,000 population.
(See Table 16.)

SIX MOST
POPULOUS STATES*

(excluding CA)
859.1
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Table 17
MOTOR VEHICLE THEFT CRIMES, 1988

Rate per 100,000 Population
Ranked in Descending Order

State/Category Rate

District of Columbia ..................... 1,369.4
California ................................... 934.2
New Jersey ................................. 895.3
Massachusetts ............................ 876.2
New York ..................................... 857.8

Rhode Island ............................... 826.8
Texas ........................................... 805.5
Florida ......................................... 769.5
Michigan ...................................... 747.7
Six most populous states ........ 676.3

Maryland ..................................... 670.1
Illinois .......................................... 613.5
Connecticut ................................. 608.2
Oregon ........................................ 594.4
Nevada ........................................ 590.8

Oklahoma .................................... 573.2
Georgia ....................................... 562.1
Tennessee ................................... 553.7
U.S. less California ................... 540.2
Louisiana ..................................... 464.7

Arizona ........................................ 450.2
Missouri ....................................... 439.3
Pennsylvania ............................... 433.3
Washington ................................. 431.0
Alaska ......................................... 430.6

Colorado ..................................... 425.6
Ohio ............................................ 402.0
New Mexico ................................ 395.1
Hawaii ......................................... 368.4
Indiana ........................................ 358.8

Minnesota ................................... 340.0
South Carolina ............................ 311.9
Delaware ..................................... 309.0
Virginia ........................................ 299.6
Alabama ...................................... 273.5

Wisconsin .................................... 271.2
North Carolina ............................. 252.1
Kansas ........................................ 245.0
New Hampshire .......................... 230.7
Arkansas ..................................... 220.1

Montana ...................................... 217.4
Utah ............................................ 215.9
Maine .......................................... 205.1
Vermont ....................................... 199.5
Nebraska ..................................... 192.4

Kentucky ..................................... 187.6
Idaho ........................................... 178.7
Mississippi ................................... 169.4
West Virginia ............................... 166.4
Iowa ............................................ 166.0

Wyoming ..................................... 144.3
North Dakota ............................... 119.9
South Dakota .............................. 97.8

Six most populous states*

New York ..................................... 857.8
Texas ........................................... 805.5
Florida ......................................... 769.5
Illinois .......................................... 613.5
Pennsylvania ............................... 433.3
Ohio ............................................ 402.0

Source:  Table 21.
*States with populations over 10 million (excluding
  California).

Figure 25
MOTOR VEHICLE THEFT CRIMES, 1988-1998
Rate per 100,000 Population Indexed to 1988

In 1988, California ranked second in reported motor vehicle theft crimes
among the states and the District of Columbia with a rate of 934.2 motor
vehicle thefts per 100,000 population (see Table 17).  Largest in population
(see Table 19), California ranked first when compared to the six other states
with populations over 10 million. In 1998, California ranked seventh in
reported motor vehicle theft crimes among the states and the District of
Columbia with a rate of 598.5 motor vehicle thefts per 100,000 population
(see Table 18).  California ranked second (below Florida) when compared
to the six other states with populations over 10 million.

California’s motor vehicle theft crime rate dropped from rank two in 1988 to
rank seven in 1998 when compared to all states and the District of
Columbia. California’s motor vehicle theft rate ranking also dropped (from
rank one in 1988 to rank two in 1998) when compared to the six other
states with populations over 10 million (see Tables 17 and 18).

Relative to the base value (1988=100), California exhibited the largest
decrease in reported motor vehicle theft crimes when compared to the
United States less California and the six most populous states* categories.
Figure 25 shows that, in California, motor vehicle theft decreased 35.9

1 The theft or attempted theft of a motor vehicle.

MOTOR VEHICLE THEFT 1

Sources:  Tables 32 through 42.

Figure 26
MOTOR VEHICLE THEFT CRIMES, 1988-1998

Rate per 100,000 Population

Sources:  Tables 32 through 42.

CALIFORNIA

U.S. LESS CA

SIX MOST
POPULOUS STATES*

(excluding CA)

CALIFORNIA

U.S. LESS CA
SIX MOST

POPULOUS STATES*
(excluding CA)

IN
D
E
X
 (
19
88
=
10
0)

R
A
T
E

1,500.0

1,000.0

500.0

0.0



19

Figure 27
MOTOR VEHICLE THEFT CRIMES, 1998

Rate per 100,000 Population

Table 18
MOTOR VEHICLE THEFT CRIMES, 1998

Rate per 100,000 Population
Ranked in Descending Order

State/Category Rate

District of Columbia ..................... 1,242.7
Arizona ........................................ 865.2
Nevada ........................................ 788.0
Florida ......................................... 698.9
New Mexico ................................ 619.9

Washington ................................. 618.7
California ................................... 598.5
Michigan ...................................... 594.2
Georgia ....................................... 556.6
Maryland ..................................... 549.4

Louisiana ..................................... 541.6
Oregon ........................................ 526.0
Tennessee ................................... 517.4
Texas ........................................... 489.1
Hawaii ......................................... 468.9

Six most populous states ........ 462.7
Missouri ....................................... 449.9
U.S. less California ................... 439.9
Illinois .......................................... 439.4
New Jersey ................................. 433.6

Massachusetts ............................ 429.5
Delaware ..................................... 428.5
Alaska ......................................... 424.6
South Carolina ............................ 415.7
Oklahoma .................................... 405.3

Colorado ..................................... 405.1
Connecticut ................................. 388.0
Rhode Island ............................... 387.4
Ohio ............................................ 383.8
New York ..................................... 375.1

Utah ............................................ 366.7
Indiana ........................................ 359.2
Pennsylvania ............................... 355.5
Nebraska ..................................... 348.1
Alabama ...................................... 341.7

Mississippi ................................... 338.7
North Carolina ............................. 326.2
Minnesota ................................... 325.2
Arkansas ..................................... 283.1
Wisconsin .................................... 272.0

Virginia ........................................ 270.3
Montana ...................................... 228.7
Kansas ........................................ 227.8
Kentucky ..................................... 217.8
Iowa ............................................ 208.7

West Virginia ............................... 187.2
Idaho ........................................... 185.7
North Dakota ............................... 176.6
Vermont ....................................... 147.9
Wyoming ..................................... 139.1

New Hampshire .......................... 124.4
Maine .......................................... 121.3
South Dakota .............................. 103.4

Six most populous states*

Florida ......................................... 698.9
Texas ........................................... 489.1
Illinois .......................................... 439.4
Ohio ............................................ 383.8
New York ..................................... 375.1
Pennsylvania ............................... 355.5

Source:  Table 31.
*States with populations over 10 million (excluding
  California).

MOTOR VEHICLE THEFT - Continued

CALIFORNIA
598.5

Source:  Table 18.
Note:  Shaded areas indicate the six most populous states (excluding California).

U.S. LESS CA
439.9

percent from 1988 to 1998. In the United States less California, motor
vehicle theft decreased 18.6 percent, and in the six most populous states*
category, motor vehicle theft decreased 31.6 percent from 1988 to 1998.

While California exhibited the largest decrease in reported motor vehicle
theft crimes when compared to the United States less California and the six
most populous states* categories, Figure 26 shows that California’s motor
vehicle theft rate remained above both categories throughout the 1988 to
1998 period.

In 1998, California’s motor vehicle theft crime rate was 36.1 percent higher
than the motor vehicle theft rate for the rest of the nation (598.5 vs. 439.9
motor vehicle thefts per 100,000 population). California’s motor vehicle theft
rate was also higher (29.3 percent) than the average of 462.7 motor vehicle
thefts per 100,000 population for the six most populous states* category.
(See Figure 27 and Table 18.)

Among the states and the District of Columbia, the District of Columbia
ranked first in motor vehicle theft crimes in 1998, with a rate of 1,242.7
motor vehicle thefts per 100,000 population.  Among the six most populous
states,* Florida ranked first in motor vehicle theft crimes with a rate of 698.9
motor vehicle thefts per 100,000 population. (See Table 18.)
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