PEOPLE'S
ADVOCATE, INC.

Paul Gann, Founder

Your Voice in Gouemment
S A ?
] v O

QECEIVEp

February 26, 2007 FEB 2 7 2007

INITIATIVE COORDINATOR
ATTORNEY GENERAL'S OFFICE
Ms. Patricia Galvan
Initiative Coordinator
Attorney General’s Office
1300 I Street
Sacramento, CA 95814

Re:

Dear Ms. Galvan:

Pursuant to California Elections Code Section 9002, I respectfully request that the Attorney
General prepare a title and summary for the attached measure. The test of the measure, a check

for $200.00 and the address at which I am registered to vote are enclosed.

Also attached is the acknowledgement of the proponent required by Section 9608 of the
California Elections Code.

If there is any further information I can provide, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Sincerelys

Edward ‘Ted’ Costa

Enclosures

3407 Arden Way Sacramento, CA 95825 (916) 482-6175 FAX: (916) 482-2045



THE CITIZENS FAIR DISTRICTS ACT

Section 1. Title.
This Act shall be known and may be cited as the “Citizens Fair Districts Act.”
Section 2. Findings and Purpose.

The people of the state of California hereby make the following findings and declare their
purpose in enacting the Act 1s as follows:

(a) Our state and congressional elected law makers should be responsive to the voters
of the State of California.

(b)  When the Legislature draws its own districts, it draws maps that cut up
neighborhoods, communities, cities and counties in order to create safe seats for incumbents or
party favorites.

(c) When districts are drawn for politicians instead of voters, politicians can no
longer be held accountable by their constituents.

(d) Legislators have publicly acknowledged that it is an inherent conflict of interest
for them to draw their own districts. In 2001, incumbent self-interest and politics resulted in
uncompetitive districts drawn behind closed doors and out of the public eye.

(e) Citizens who vote in the State of California, not politicians, are best suited to
adopt a fair and nonpartisan redistricting plan.

H This Act will end the legislators’ conflict of interest, take redistricting away from
incumbent politicians and make politicians accountable to the voters again.

(g) This Act will end the practice of incumbent protection where incumbent
politicians protect their legislative seats by drawing “safe” districts and will foster increased fair
competition in primary and general elections.

(h) This Act establishes an independent Citizens Redistricting Commission drawn
randomly from the voter rolls of each Assembly District in California and would empower

ordinary citizens to ensure fairness in the redistricting process and establish a fair redistricting
plan.

(1) This Act requires compliance with the Voting Rights Act.
) This Act requires that counties, cities and communities of interest should not be
split to protect incumbents.

Section 3. Amendment of Article XXI of the California Constitution

Article XXI of the California Constitution is amended to read as follows:

Article 21. Reapportionment Redistricting of Senate, Assembly, Congressional and
Board of Equalization Districts.




SECTION 1. Citizens Redistricting Commission

(a) Each member of the Senate, Assembly, Congress, and the State Board of
Equalization shall be elected from a single member district. The territory of each Senate district
established pursuant to this section shall be comprised of two Assembly districts. Each State
Board of Equalization district shall be comprised of ten Senate districts.

(b) By October 15 of each year ending in the number zero, the Citizens Redistricting
Commission shall be established to provide for the redistricting of Senate, Assembly,
congressional, and State Board of Equalization districts. As used in this Article, "commission"
shall mean the Citizens Redistricting Commission.

() The Citizens Redistricting Commission shall consist of 11 members and all of the
following shall apply:

(1)  The Citizens Redistricting Commission shall have partisan balance. The
commission shall include four members representing the largest political party in
California based on party registration, four members representing the second largest
political party in California based on party registration, and three members who are not
registered with either of the two largest political parties in this state.

(2)  The Citizens Redistricting Commission shall be reasonably representative
of the diversity of the state, including but not limited to racial, ethnic, geographi¢c and
gender diversity.

(3)  Each commission member shall be a registered California voter.

)} Each commission member shall commit to applying this article in an
honest, independent, and impartial fashion and to upholding public confidence in the
integrity of the redistricting process.

(d) (1) Within the ten years immediately preceding the date of the notification by

the Secretary of State that a commission member has been selected to serve on the

commission , neither a commission member, nor a member of his or her family, may
have done any of the following:
(A) Been elected to or been a candidate for any elective public office
or been appointed by an elected official to a paid public position.
(B) Served as an officer of a political party.
(©) Served as an elected or appointed member of a political party
central committee.































