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INITIATIVE MEASURE TO BE SUBMITTED DIRECTLY TO THE VOTERS
TIlE PROPORTIONAL REPRESENTATION IN PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS ACT

Section I. Findings and Declaration of Pumoses
(a) California, and mostother states, are largely taken for granted by Presidential candidates
because of their "winner-take-all" system of awarding their electoral votes. In recentelections,
Presidential candidates have routinely visited and paid attention to a few states while ignoring
hugesections ofour country.

(b) Our "winner-take-all" system of awarding electoral votes does not reflect the vast diversity of
our state and the regional differences ofour citizenry.

(c) Further, a "winner-take-all" system impedes credible third partyor independent candidacies
for President.

(d) Two states do not havea "winner-take-all" system ofawarding electoral votes. Those states
award their electoral votes to the candidate winning the popularvote in each of the state's
congressional districts with two additional electoral votes beingawarded to the candidate who
wins the popularvote in the state.

(e) If California eliminated its "winner-lake-all" systemof awarding its electoral votes,
Presidential candidates would havean incentive to campaign in California and to addressthe
unique problems faced by Californians. Manygeographic areas of the State would be as
important to a candidate's chance for victoryas manyof the smallerstates.

(f) Byadopting proportional representation in California, once a majority of other states have
adopted proportional representation, this Act avoids the fatal flaw of other proposals of being
seen as purelypartisan efforts, whichwill preventthem from beingadopted on a widespread
national basis. This Act'snon-partisan approach, if adopted in trend-setting California, can kick­
start a broad based, non-partisan national movement to adopt proportional representation in
Presidential elections.
(g) Therefore, the people, exercising their reserved legislative powerguaranteed by Article II of
the California Constitution, hereby enact the Proportional Representation In Presidential
Elections Act.

Section 2. The Proportional Representation In Presidential Elections Act

(Text added is denoted in underline type. Text deleted is denoted in sttikcout type.

Chapter I of Part 2 of Division 6 of the Elections Code (commencing with Section 6900) is
amended to read:

(a) 6900U!} The term "elector" or "presidential elector" as used in this chaptermeans an electorof
President and Vice President of the United States, and not an electoras defined in Section 321._

(b) A political party nominating a candidate for President of the United States and a candidate for
Vice President of the United States shall submit to the Secretary of State a certified list of
presidential elector nominees who have pledged to vote for the candidates of that political party



as follows:

(i) the numbcr of presidential elector nominees shall be equal to the total numberof prcsidential
electorsof the State pursuant to Section I of Article II of the United States Constitution:

(ii) one presidential elector nominee shall reside in each congressional district in the state and the
remaining presidential elector nominees shall reside in the state;

(iii) the manner of choosing presidential elector nomineesshall be established by each political
party. but in the event a party has no rules for choosingnominees, the candidate for President
shall choosc the nominces pursuant to subdivision (b)(i) and (ii).

(c) A group of candidates for nomination as a presidential elector for an independent candidate
for Prcsidcnt of the United States and for Vice President of thc United States pursuant to section
8303 shall also meet the requirements of subdivision (b)(i) and (ii).

Section6901. Whenever a political party in accoldancc I'ith Scction 7188, 7388, 7578, 017843,
submits to the Secretary of State its certified list of nominees for electors of President and Vice
President of the United States, the Secretary of State shall notify each candidate for elector of his
or her nomination by the party. The Secretary of State shall cause the names of the candidates for
President and Vice President of the severalpolitical parties to be placed upon the ballot for the
ensuing general election and any independent candidate pursuant to section 8304.

Section 6902W At the general election in each leap year,or at any other time as may be
prescribed by the laws of the United States, there shall be chosen by the voters of the state as
manyelectors of President and Vice President of the United States as the state is then entitled to.,

(b) An elector shall be elected in each congressional district if the candidateto whom that elector
has pledged to vote received a plurality of the popularvote cast in that congressional district.
(e)The remaining at-large electors not selected pursuant to Section 6902(b) shall be elected if the
candidates to whom those electors have pledged to vote received a plurality of the popular vote
cast in the state.
(d) Section 6902(bl. and the separate congressional district residence requirement of Scetion
6900(b)(ii), shall only apply if a majority of the other states have adoptedsome form of
proportional voting in the General Presidential election by July 20 of the Presidential election
year. The Secretaryof State shall survey the other states and determine whether. as of July 20, a
majority of them have adopted a form of proportional voting for that year'sPresidential election.
If no!. "winner-take-all" remains in place. "Proportional voting" can be based on a combination
of "winner-take-all" and proportional voting(for instance, as is currentlydone in Maine and
Nebraska), and it can be based on Congressional Districts, or on dividing up the Electoral
College votes based on a percentage of the popularvote in that state,
Section 6903. On or before the day of meetingof the electors, the Governor shall deliver to the
electors a list of the names ofeach electorselected pursuant to section 6902, and he or she shall
perform any other duties relating to presidential electors which arc requriedof him or her by the
laws of the United States.

Section 6904. The electors elected pursuant to section 6902 chosen shall assembleat the State
Capitol at 2 o'clock in the afternoonon the first Monday after the second Wednesday in



December next following their election.

Section 6905. In case of the death or absence ofany elector chosen, or if the number of electors is
deficient for any other reason, the electors then present shall elect, pursuant to subdivision Cbl of
section 6902 flom the eitizGIis of the state, as many persons as will supply the deficiency.

Section 6906. The electors, when convened, if both candidates are alive, shall vote by ballot for
that person for President and that person for Vice President of the United States, who are,
respectively, the candidates of the political party or independent candidate which they represent
and have pledged to vote. one of whom, at leMt, is not <lIl iIlhabit<lIlt of this stale.

Section 6907. The electors shall name in their ballots the person voted for as President, and in
separate ballots the person voted for as Vice President.

Section 6908. The electors shall make separate lists ofall persons voted for as President and of
all persons voted for as Vice President, and of the number of votes for each cast pursuant to
Section 6906, which lists they shall sign, certify, seal and transmit by mail to the seat of the
Government of the United States, directed to the President of the Senate.

Section 6909, Eaeh presidential e1eetOi shall reeeive ten dollms ($18) for his 01 her sei vices, and
mileageat the mle oHive eents ($8.85) pel mile for eaeh mile of travel flOm his 01 her domieile
to the St<lte Capitol and I etum.

Theil aeeounts therefor shall be eertified by the Seelet<lry of St<lte, mid audited by the ContlOller,
who shall dmw his or hu warrmits for the smIle on the Treasl1ler, payable out of the General
Fund:-

Section 3. Severability

The provisions of this section are severable. If any provision in this section or its application is
held invalid, that finding shall not affect other provisions or applications that can be given effect
without the invalid provision or application.


