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Who and What is ASCLD/LAB?Who and What is ASCLD/LAB?Who and What is ASCLD/LAB?Who and What is ASCLD/LAB? 

Members of ASCLD (American Society ofMembers of ASCLD (American Society ofMembers of ASCLD (American Society ofMembers of ASCLD (American Society of 
Crime Laboratory Directors) formedCrime Laboratory Directors) formed 
ASCLD/LAB in 1980ASCLD/LAB in 1980ASCLD/LAB in 1980.ASCLD/LAB in 1980. 

First accreditationsFirst accreditations -- 19821982 

Rapidly growing voluntary program.Rapidly growing voluntary program. 



Objectives of the AccreditationObjectives of the Accreditation 
ProgramProgram 

Improve quality of laboratory servicesImprove quality of laboratory services 

Develop and maintain criteriaDevelop and maintain criteria 

Develop a system of total operational reviewDevelop a system of total operational review 

Give the public and users a way of identifying qualityGive the public and users a way of identifying quality
laboratorieslaboratories 
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StructureStructure 
Delegate AssemblyDelegate Assembly 
Board of DirectorsBoard of Directors –– 7 from federal, state and local labs;7 from federal, state and local labs; 
plus public member, and member from law enforcementplus public member, and member from law enforcementp p ,p p , 
ASCLD president and past ASCLD/LAB Chair are nonASCLD president and past ASCLD/LAB Chair are non--
voting, ex officio membersvoting, ex officio members 
Executive DirectorExecutive DirectorExecutive DirectorExecutive Director 
13 Staff Inspectors13 Staff Inspectors 
Hundreds of volunteer inspectors/assessorsHundreds of volunteer inspectors/assessors 
Quality Manager, Proficiency Test Program Manager,Quality Manager, Proficiency Test Program Manager,
Training Manager, Legacy Program Manager,Training Manager, Legacy Program Manager,
International Program ManagerInternational Program ManagerInternational Program ManagerInternational Program Manager 
Technical Advisory CommitteesTechnical Advisory Committees 



    

    

20 Federal labs 20 Federal labs 

Currently 375 accredited labsCurrently 375 accredited labs 
approximate numbersapproximate as of February 2010numbers as of February 2010 

275 in Legacy program275 in Legacy program 
100 in100 in InternationalInternational programprogram100 in100 in InternationalInternational programprogram 

180 State labs180 State labs180 State labs180 State labs 
125 Local labs125 Local labs 
20 Federal labs20 Federal labs 
30 Private labs30 Private labs 
20 Labs outside the US20 Labs outside the US 
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Legacy andLegacy and InternationalInternational ProgramsProgramsLegacy andLegacy and InternationalInternational ProgramsPrograms 

LegacyLegacy ––LegacyLegacy 
This is the original program, created inThis is the original program, created in
1982, upgraded and enhanced over 251982, upgraded and enhanced over 251982, upgraded and enhanced over 251982, upgraded and enhanced over 25 
years.years. 
Approximately 150 criteriaApproximately 150 criteriaApproximately 150 criteriaApproximately 150 criteria 

in the categories of management, communication,in the categories of management, communication, 
quality system, training, proficiency testing, evidencequality system, training, proficiency testing, evidence 
control, notes and reports, personnel qualifications,control, notes and reports, personnel qualifications,
safety and security.safety and security. 
–– Some considered Essential, some consideredSome considered Essential, some consideredSome considered Essential, some consideredSome considered Essential, some considered 

Important, some DesirableImportant, some Desirable 
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ill b dit d d ISO 17025ill b dit d d ISO 17025    

Legacy Program is going awayLegacy Program is going awayLegacy Program is going awayLegacy Program is going away 

Since April 2009 labs cannot apply forSince April 2009 labs cannot apply forSince April 2009, labs cannot apply forSince April 2009, labs cannot apply for 
accreditation or reaccreditation or re--accreditation in theaccreditation in the 
Legacy programLegacy programLegacy program.Legacy program. 

DueD to the 5ue to the 5--year accreditation cycle, byyear accreditation cycle, by 
late 2015, all ASCLD/LABlate 2015, all ASCLD/LAB--accredited labsaccredited labs 
will be accredited under ISO 17025will be accredited under ISO 17025 
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InternationalInternational ProgramProgram –– established in 2004established in 2004InternationalInternational ProgramProgram established in 2004established in 2004 

Based on ISO 17025 standards for competenceBased on ISO 17025 standards for competence 
of testing and calibration labs.of testing and calibration labs. 

ISO Standards reated external to US crimeISO Standards reated external to US crimeISO StandardsISO are created external to US crimeStandards are created external to US crime 
laboratories. (International Organization forlaboratories. (International Organization for
Standardization)Standardization) 

The Supplemental requirements forThe Supplemental requirements for
accreditation of forensic science testing labs areaccreditation of forensic science testing labs areaccreditation of forensic science testing labs areaccreditation of forensic science testing labs are 
created by ASCLD/LAB (vote of delegatecreated by ASCLD/LAB (vote of delegate
assembly)assembly) –– they are forensicthey are forensic--specificspecific
requirementsrequirementsrequirementsrequirements 



tt  

””

ASCLD/LABASCLD/LAB I t i lI t  i  lASCLD/LABASCLD/LAB InternationalInternational programprogram 

Approximately 400 criteriaApproximately 400 criteria 

All criteria must be met. There are no “Important” orAll criteria must be met. There are no “Important” or 
“D i bl ” it i“D i bl ” it i“Desirable  criteria.“Desirable  criteria. 
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Example of ISO and SupplementalExample of ISO and Supplemental 
requirementsrequirements –– how they meshhow they mesh 

ISO 17025 clause 5 8 4ISO 17025 clause 5 8 4ISO 17025, clause 5.8.4ISO 17025, clause 5.8.4 
The laboratory shall have procedures andThe laboratory shall have procedures and 
appropriate facilities for avoiding deterioration, lossappropriate facilities for avoiding deterioration, losspp ppp g ,p g , 
or damage to the test or calibration item duringor damage to the test or calibration item during 
storage, handling and preparation.storage, handling and preparation. 

Supplemental requirement 5.8.4.1Supplemental requirement 5.8.4.1 
Any evidence not in the process of examinationAny evidence not in the process of examination 
that must be placed in a container to protect it fromthat must be placed in a container to protect it from 
loss, crossloss, cross--transfer or contamination shall betransfer or contamination shall be,, 
stored under proper seal.stored under proper seal. 



Is ASCLD/LAB Accreditation aIs ASCLD/LAB Accreditation a 
“Good“Good OlOl’ Boy” System?’ Boy” System? 

NO !NO ! 
The accreditation requirements are notThe accreditation requirements are notqq
easily met.easily met. 

2 to 3 years for a laboratory to prepare2 to 3 years for a laboratory to prepare 

66--12 months to apply, have documents reviewed,12 months to apply, have documents reviewed, 
be assessed, and make corrective actions.be assessed, and make corrective actions. 
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International RecognitionInternational RecognitionInternational RecognitionInternational Recognition 

IAAC RecognitionIAAC Recognition –– thethe InterAmericanInterAmericanIAAC RecognitionIAAC Recognition thethe InterAmericanInterAmerican 
Accreditation CooperationAccreditation Cooperation 

ILAC RecognitionILAC Recognition –– the Internationalthe International 
Laboratory Accreditation CooperationLaboratory Accreditation Cooperation 

Conformance with ISO 17011 forConformance with ISO accrediting bodies17011 for accrediting bodies 
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Scope of AccreditationScope of Accreditation 
FieldField –– Forensic Science TestingForensic Science Testing 
DisciplinesDisciplines--DisciplinesDisciplines

Controlled SubstancesControlled Substances 
ToxicologyToxicologygygy 
Firearms/Firearms/ToolmarksToolmarks 
BiologyBiology 
Latent PrintsLatent Prints 
Questioned DocumentsQuestioned Documents 
TraceT Evidencerace Evidence 
Digital and Multimedia EvidenceDigital and Multimedia Evidence 
Crime SCrime SCrime SceneCrime Scene 
OtherOther 
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ISO 17025ISO 17025 -- Management RequirementsManagement Requirements 
4 14 Organization1 Organization4.1 Organization4.1 Organization 
4.2 Management System4.2 Management System 
4.3 Document Control4.3 Document Control 
4.4 Review of Requests, Tenders and Contracts4.4 Review of Requests, Tenders and Contracts 
4.5 Subcontracting4.5 Subcontracting 
4.6 Purchasing Services and Supplies4.6 Purchasing Services and Supplies 
4.7 Service to the Customer4.7 Service to the Customer 
4.8 Complaints4.8 Complaints 
4 9 Control of Non4 9 Control of Non conforming workconforming work4.9 Control of Non4.9 Control of Non--conforming workconforming work 
4.10 Improvement4.10 Improvement 
4.11 Corrective Action4.11 Corrective Action 
4.12 Preventive Action4.12 Preventive Action 
4.13 Control of Records4.13 Control of Records 
4.14 Internal Audits4.14 Internal Audits 
4.15 Management Reviews4.15 Management Reviews 
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5.7 5.7 

ISO 17025ISO 17025 -- Technical RequirementsTechnical Requirements 
5.1 General5.1 General 
5.2 Personnel5.2 Personnel 
5.3 Accommodation and Environmental Conditions5.3 Accommodation and Environmental Conditions 
5.4 Test Methods and Method Validation5.4 Test Methods and Method Validation 
5 5 Equipment5 5 Equipment5.5 5 Equipment.5 Equipment 
5.6 Measurement Traceability5.6 Measurement Traceability 
5.7 Sampling5.7 SamplingSamplingSampling 
5.8 Handling of Test Items5.8 Handling of Test Items 
5.9 Assuring the Quality of Test Results5.9 Assuring the Quality of Test Results 
5.10 Reporting the Results5.10 Reporting the Results 



        

  

How does the ASCLD/LABHow does the ASCLD/LABHow does the ASCLD/LABHow does the ASCLD/LAB 
Accreditation Program respond toAccreditation Program respond to 
the recommendations of thethe recommendations of the 
NAS Report?NAS Report?NAS Report?NAS Report? 
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The NAS ReportThe NAS Report 
”Strengthening Forensic in the U.S.Science”Strengthening Forensic Science in the U.S. –– A Path Forward”A Path Forward” 

13 Recommendations13 Recommendations –– (briefly stated)(briefly stated) 
1.1. Congress should establish NIFS (National Institute ofCongress should establish NIFS (National Institute of 

Forensic Science).Forensic Science). 
2 Standardized erminology and model should2 Standardized erminology and model should2. Standardized terminology and model reports should2. Standardized terminology and model reports should 

be established.be established. 
3. The federal government should fund research to3. The federal government should fund research to 

establish scientific bases for, and demonstrateestablish scientific bases for, and demonstrate 
validity of forensic methods. Determine quantifiablevalidity of forensic methods. Determine quantifiable
levels of uncertainty in forensic conclusions.levels of uncertainty in forensic conclusions. 

4. Remove forensic labs from law enforcement4. Remove forensic labs from law enforcement 
agencies and prosecutors’ offices.agencies and prosecutors’ offices. 

5 Conduct research re sources of error and bias5 Conduct research re sources of error and bias5. Conduct research re sources of error, and bias.5. Conduct research re sources of error, and bias. 
6. Establish standard methods and protocols.6. Establish standard methods and protocols. 



CoronerCoroner

 accreditation and individual certification  accreditation and individual certification 
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7.7. Laboratory accreditation and individual certificationLaboratory accreditation and individual certification7.7. LaboratoryLaboratory 
should be mandatory.should be mandatory. 

8.8. Forensic labs should establish routine QA procedures.Forensic labs should establish routine QA procedures. 
99 A i l d f thi h ld b bli h d f llA i l d f thi h ld b bli h d f ll9.9. A national code of ethics should be established for allA national code of ethics should be established for all 

forensic scientists.forensic scientists. 
10.10. Graduate education programs in forensic scienceGraduate education programs in forensic science

should be developed and improved.should be developed and improved. 
11.11. Medical Examiner systems should be established toMedical Examiner systems should be established to 

replace Coroner systems.replace Coroner systems.replace systems.replace systems. 
12.12. A broadA broad--based effort to achieve fingerprint databasebased effort to achieve fingerprint database

interoperability should be launched.interoperability should be launched. 
1313 Prepare forensic scientists handle vidence elatedPrepare forensic scientists handle vidence elated13.13. Prepare forensic scientists to handle evidence relatedPrepare forensic scientists to handle evidence related 

to events potentially impacting homeland security.to events potentially impacting homeland security. 
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How does the ASCLD/LABHow does the ASCLD/LABHow does the ASCLD/LABHow does the ASCLD/LAB 
Accreditation Program meet someAccreditation Program meet some 

of the NAS recommendations?of the NAS recommendations? 
NAS recommendation 1 (in part)NAS recommendation 1 (in part)NAS recommendationNAS 1. (in part)recommendation 1. (in part) 

b.) NIFS will establish “standards for theb.) NIFS will establish “standards for the 
mandatory accreditation of forensic science laboratoriesmandatory accreditation of forensic science laboratories 
and the mandatory certification of forensic scientists…and the mandatory certification of forensic scientists… 
and identify the entity/entities that will develop andand identify the entity/entities that will develop and
implement accreditation and certification.”implement accreditation and certification.” 

i.) NIFS will assess “the development andi.) NIFS will assess “the development and 
introduction of new technologies in forensicintroduction of new technologies in forensic
investigations including a comparison of newinvestigations including a comparison of newinvestigations, including a comparison of newinvestigations, including a comparison of new 
technologies with former ones.”technologies with former ones.” 
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In response to Recommendation 1(b):In response to Recommendation 1(b): 
ASCLD/LAB supports mandatoryASCLD/LAB supports mandatoryASCLD/LAB supports mandatoryASCLD/LAB supports mandatory 
accreditation.accreditation. 

Standards already exist (ISO 17025 andStandards already exist (ISO 17025 and 
the Supplemental Requirements forthe Supplemental Requirements for 
Forensic Science Testing Laboratories)Forensic Science Testing Laboratories) 

Mandatory certification will be much moreMandatory certification will be much more 
difficult. It is currently voluntary.difficult. ABC, IAI,It is currently voluntary. ABC, IAI, 
ABFDE, etc.ABFDE, etc. 
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A form of certification through theA form of certification through the 
laboratory accreditation process?laboratory accreditation process? 
We review education, training,We review education, training, 
competency testing, proficiency testing,competency testing, proficiency testing,
casework documentation and reports forcasework documentation and reports for 
all analysts.all analysts. 
Under ISO, management must give formalUnder ISO, management must give formal 
authau orization to perform certain types ofthorization to perform certain types of 
analyses, use certain instrumentation, andanalyses, use certain instrumentation, and
issue eports (ISO 17025 5 2 5)issue eports (ISO 17025 5 2 5)issue reports. (ISO 17025, 5.2.5)issue reports. (ISO 17025, 5.2.5) 
Certification = Authorization to doCertification = Authorization to do 
analysis?analysis?analysis?analysis? 
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In Response to Recommendation 1(i):In Response to Recommendation 1(i): 
ISO Std 5.4.3: New methods developedISO Std 5.4.3: New methods developed 
by the laboratory shall be a plannedby the laboratory shall be a planned
activity performed by qualified personnelactivity performed by qualified personnelactivity, performed by qualified personnelactivity, performed by qualified personnel 
with adequate resources.with adequate resources. 
ASCLD/LAB Supplemental 5 4 2 1: “PriorASCLD/LAB Supplemental 5 4 2 1:  “PriorASCLD/LAB SupplementalASCLD/LAB 5.4.2.1: PriorSupplemental 5.4.2.1: Prior 
to implementation of a validated methodto implementation of a validated method 
new to the laboratory the reliability of thenew to the laboratory the reliability of thenew to the laboratory, the reliability of thenew to the laboratory, the reliability of the 
procedure shall be demonstrated inprocedure shall be demonstrated in--househouse 
against any documented performanceagainst any documented performance 
characteristics of that procedure. Recordscharacteristics of that procedure. Records 
of performance verification shall beof performance verification shall be 
maintained for future reference.maintained for future reference. 
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ISO Std 5.4.5.2: “The laboratory shall validateISO Std 5.4.5.2: “The laboratory shall validate 
nonnon--standard methods, laboratorystandard methods, laboratory--
designed/developed methods, standarddesigned/developed methods, standard 
methods used outside their intended scope, andmethods used outside their intended scope, and 
amplifications and modifications of standardamplifications and modifications of standard 
methods to confirm that the methods are fit formethods to confirm that the methods are fit formethods to confirm that the methods are fit formethods to confirm that the methods are fit for 
the intended use. The validation shall be asthe intended use. The validation shall be as 
extensive as is necessary to meet the needs ofextensive as is necessary to meet the needs ofyy 
the given application or field of application. Thethe given application or field of application. The 
laboratory shall record the results obtained, thelaboratory shall record the results obtained, the 
procedure used for the validation, and aprocedure used for the validation, and a 
statement as to whether the method is fit for thestatement as to whether the method is fit for the 
intended ”intended ”intended use.intended use. 



ttNAS R d i 2 (i t)NAS R d i 2 (i t)    NAS Recommendation 2 (in part):NAS Recommendation 2 (in part): 

“The NIFS… should establish model“The NIFS… should establish model 
laboratory reports for different forensiclaboratory reports for different forensicy py p
science disciplines and specify thescience disciplines and specify the 
minimum information that should beminimum information that should be 
included.”included.” 
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In response to Recommendation 2:In response to Recommendation 2: 
ISO Std 5.10.2: Each test report shallISO Std 5.10.2: Each test report shall 
include at least the following information:include at least the following information: 

TitleTitle 
Name and Address of LaboratoryName and Address of Laboratory 
Unique identifUnique identi ication of the reportfication of the report 
Identification of method usedIdentification of method used 
Description of condition of and identification f theDescription of condition of and identification f theDescription of, condition of, and identification of theDescription of, condition of, and identification of the 
items testeditems tested 
Description of sampling planDescription of sampling plan 
Test results with units of measurementTest results with units of measurement 
Name, function and signature of the authorName, function and signature of the author 
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ISO Std 5.10.3.1: Where necessary for theISO Std 5.10.3.1: Where necessary for the
interpretation of test results, the reports will alsointerpretation of test results, the reports will alsop , pp , p 
include:include: 

Deviations from test methodDeviations from test method 
Statement of uncertainty of measurementStatement of uncertainty of measurement 
Opinions and InterpretationsOpinions and Interpretations 

Supplemental 5.10.3.5: “When associations areSupplemental 5.10.3.5: “When associations are 
made, the significance of the association shallmade, the significance of the association shall
be communicated clearly and qualified properlybe communicated clearly and qualified properly
in the report.”in the report.” 

Supplemental 5.10.3.6:Supplemental “When no definitive5.10.3.6: “When no definitive 
conclusions can be reached (e.g. results areconclusions can be reached (e.g. results areconclusions can be reached (e.g. results areconclusions can be reached (e.g. results are 
inconclusive) the reasons shall be documentedinconclusive) the reasons shall be documented
in the case record.”in the case record.” 
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NAS Recommendation 4 (in part):NAS Recommendation 4 (in part): 

“ to maximize independence from or“ to maximize independence from or…to maximize independence from or…to maximize independence from or 
autonomy within the law enforcementautonomy within the law enforcement 
community Congress should authorizecommunity Congress should authorizecommunity, Congress should authorizecommunity, Congress should authorize 
and appropriate incentive funds…for theand appropriate incentive funds…for the 
purpose of removing all public forensicpurpose of removing all public forensicpurpose ofpurpose removing all public forensicof removing all public forensic 
laboratories and facilities from thelaboratories and facilities from the 
administrative control of law enforcementadministrative control of law enforcementadministrative control of law enforcementadministrative control of law enforcement 
agencies or prosecutors’ offices.”agencies or prosecutors’ offices.” 
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In response to Recommendation 4:In response to Recommendation 4: 

That’s an expensive proposition!That’s an expensive proposition!expensive proposition!expensive proposition! 
The genesis seems to be perceived bias.The genesis seems to be perceived bias. 
ISO S d 4 1 5 b: “Th laboratory hall haveISO S  d 4 1 5 b: “Th  laboratory hall haveISO StdISO 4.1.5.b: “The laboratory shall haveStd 4.1.5.b: “The laboratory shall have 
arrangements to ensure that itsarrangements to ensure that its 

and personnel f fand personnel f fmanagement and personnel are free frommanagement and personnel are free from 
any undue internal and externalany undue internal and external 
commercial financial and othercommercial financial and othercommercial, financial and other pressurescommercial, financial and other pressures 
and influences that may affect the qualityand influences that may affect the quality 
of their work ”of their work ”of their work.of their work. 
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NAS Recommendation 7 (summarized):NAS Recommendation 7 (summarized):NAS Recommendation 7 (summarized):NAS Recommendation 7 (summarized): 
Laboratory accreditation should be mandatoryLaboratory accreditation should be mandatory 
Individual certification of forensic scientists shouldIndividual certification of forensic scientists should 
be mandatorybe mandatory 
NIFS should consider ISO standardsNIFS should consider ISO standards 
Certification should extend to forensic scientists inCertification should extend to forensic scientists in 
both public and private labsboth public and private labs 
Certification sCertification hould include written examsshould include written examsCertification should include written exams,Certification should include written exams, 
supervised practice, proficiency testing, continuingsupervised practice, proficiency testing, continuing 
education, recertification procedures, adherence toeducation, recertification procedures, adherence to 
a code of ethics, and effective disciplinarya code of ethics, and effective disciplinary 
procedures.procedures. 
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A th i ti t f k (ISO 5 2 5) bA th i ti t f k (ISO 5 2 5) b    

In response to Recommendation 7:In response to Recommendation 7:In response to Recommendation 7:In response to Recommendation 7: 

This isThis is statement of portion ofstatement of portion ofThis is a reThis is a re--statement of a portion ofstatement of a portion of 
Recommendation 1Recommendation 1 

ASCLD/LAB supports mandatory accreditationASCLD/LAB supports mandatory accreditation 

The certification piece will be more difficultThe certification piece will be more difficult 

Authorization to perform work (ISO 5.2.5) may beAuthorization to perform work (ISO 5.2.5) may be 
an approach to certificationan approach to certification 
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NAS Recommendation 8 (summarized):NAS Recommendation 8 (summarized): 
Forensic laboratories hould stablish outineForensic laboratories hould stablish outineForensic laboratories should establish routineForensic laboratories should establish routine 
quality assurance proceduresquality assurance procedures 
These procedures should be designed to identifyThese procedures should be designed to identify 
mistakes, fraud, and bias.mistakes, fraud, and bias. 
These procedures should confirm the continuedThese procedures should confirm the continued 
validity and reliability of standard operatingvalidity and reliability of standard operatingvalidity and reliability of standard operatingvalidity and reliability of standard operating 
procedures and protocols, ensure that bestprocedures and protocols, ensure that best 
practices are being followed, and correctpractices are being followed, and correct 
procedures and protocols that are found to needprocedures and protocols that are found to need 
improvement.improvement. 



        

In response to Recommendation 8:In response to Recommendation 8: 

Routine quality assurance procedures are theRoutine quality assurance procedures are the 
heart of the ASCLD/LAB programheart of the ASCLD/LAB programheart ofheart the ASCLD/LAB program.of the ASCLD/LAB program. 

An ASCLD/LABAn ASCLD/LAB--accredited laboratory will meet theaccredited laboratory will meet theyy
intent of this recommendation.intent of this recommendation. 



NAS Recommendation 9 (in part):NAS Recommendation 9 (in part): 

“…NIFS…should establish a national code“…NIFS…should establish a national code 
of ethics for all forensic science disciplinesof ethics for all forensic science disciplines 
and encourage individual societies toand encourage individual societies to 
incorporate this national code as part ofincorporate this national code as part of 
their professional code of ethics.”their professional code of ethics.” 
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In response to Recommendation 9:In response to Recommendation 9:In response to Recommendation 9:In response to Recommendation 9: 

ASCLD/LAB Guiding Principles f ProfessionalASCLD/LAB Guiding Principles f ProfessionalASCLD/LAB GuidingASCLD/LAB Principles of ProfessionalGuiding Principles of Professional 
Responsibility for Crime Laboratories and ForensicResponsibility for Crime Laboratories and Forensic 
Scientists (adopted December, 2008)Scientists (adopted December, 2008) 

19 guiding principles, under the categories19 guiding principles, under the categories 
ProfessionalismProfessionalism 
Competency and ProficiencyCompetency and Proficiency 
Clear CommunicationsClear CommunicationsClear CommunicationsClear Communications 
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Guiding Principles of Professional ResponsibilityGuiding Principles of Professional Responsibility 
(briefly stated)(briefly stated) 

1.1. Scientists will be independent, impartial and objectiveScientists will be independent, impartial and objective 
2.2. Conclusions willConclusions be based on the evidence, not outside influenceswill be based on the evidence, not outside influences 
3.3. Conclusions will be given only within area of expertiseConclusions will be given only within area of expertise 
44 Communication will be clear and honestCommunication will be clear and honest4.4. Communication will be clear and honestCommunication will be clear and honest 
5.5. Unethical conduct will be reportedUnethical conduct will be reported 
6.6. Ethical conflicts with agency policy will be reportedEthical conflicts with agency policy will be reported 
777.7. No contingency fees in private practice will be allowedNo contingency fees in private practice will be allowed 
8.8. New techniques will be validated; we will stay currentNew techniques will be validated; we will stay current 
9.9. New employees will be properly trained / competency testedNew employees will be properly trained / competency tested 
10.10. We will employ proficiency testing, tech review and verificationsWe will employ proficiency testing, tech review and verifications 
11.11. Examiners will avoid contamination, loss and unnecessaryExaminers will avoid contamination, loss and unnecessary 

consumption of evidenceconsumption of evidence 
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w attempt to answers court w necessaryw attempt to answers court w necessary                  

Guiding Principles of Professional ResponsibilityGuiding Principles of Professional Responsibility 

12.12. We will use appropriate controls and standardsWe will use appropriate controls and standards 
13.13. We will accurately represent education, training, experienceWe will accurately represent education, training, experience 
14.14. We will present accurate/complete data inWe will reports and courtpresent accurate/complete data in reports and court 
15.15. Notes will be complete, clear and accurate, and reports will clearlyNotes will be complete, clear and accurate, and reports will clearly 

state opinionsstate opinionsopinionsopinions 
16.16. Reports will not be altered nor information withheld for tacticalReports will not be altered nor information withheld for tactical 

litigation advantagelitigation advantage 
1717 Management will not pressure examiners to reach conclusions notManagement will not pressure examiners to reach conclusions not17.17. Management will not pressure examiners to reach conclusions notManagement will not pressure examiners to reach conclusions not 

supported by datasupported by data 
18.18. Opinions will be stated so as to be clear, and not slantedOpinions will be stated so as to be clear, and not slanted 
1919 Analysts ill qualify in henAnalysts ill qualify in hen19.19. Analysts will attempt to qualify answers in court when necessary,Analysts will attempt to qualify answers in court when necessary, 

rather than being limited to YES or NOrather than being limited to YES or NO 


